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O O Student Presentations opooogood

5.1.0 Introduction

0 The art of organizing and verbally expressing one's ideas is essential to communication skills. As
such, | believe that it should be developed through formal education. One effective way of
developing this skill is providing the opportunity for students to make formal oral presentations to a
group. In Senri International School's high school, each student is required to make such a
presentation as part of the social studies curriculum in the Comparative Culture class. Thisis a
one-year required course for tenth graders. Between September and March, each student gives a
30minute to one-hour oral presentation to his class. On the same topic, the students also work on a
scrapbook in which they collect documents, and submit a formal year report at the end of the year.

5.2.0 Over-all Schedule
0 Each year, the tenth grade is divided into three to four sections. | team-teach this course with
Nojima Daisuke, and | have each section for one time a week. The training and actua
presentations occur during my class with the students. The individual guidance occurs in class,
during the unscheduled time * 34 of each student (in our school, the tenth graders have 1-2 hours of
free time every day) and after school. The scheduleis asfollows:
June-Early July:

Initial Explanation of research topic, research methods and presentation techniques;

Visit to the Kokuritsu Minzokugaku Hakubutsukan

Selection of topics

Individual interview with the teacher for the approval of topic
Summer Vacation

Collecting books, other sources and the compilation of an outline
September
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Brief individual interview to check the outline and changes in topic
A model presentation by the teacher explaining in detail various
Presentation techniques
Late September to Early March
Individual presentations: one student / week.
Review of detailed outline before each presentation between teacher and student
Submission of the Scrapbook twice for review and comments from teachers
Year End
Review of presentations, comments by the students
Submission of the year report
In the following sections, | will further explain the stages in the above process.
5.3. Initial Explanation
O | believe that a high student motivation is essential for the success of student presentations. | begin
by making the students think about why it is important to do student presentations. We agree that no
matter which profession students choose in the future, or even if they do not work, the skill of
speaking to a group of people in a well organized, interesting manner will help them in life. The
other objectives are to learn, to be an expert about a certain topic. The students are encouraged to
consider this as an opportunity for themselves, and not an assignment they have to do for a class.
They are told the choice of topic is free as long as it has to do with human society (Please see
appendix.), but the most important thing is that they have a genuine interest in the topic and that it is
afeasibletopic.
5.4. Choice of topic - Summer Vacation
0 The next three stages are all related to choosing a topic. After the above stage, the students talk to
the teacher as often as they feel necessary to confirm whether their topic will be feasible. They are
also shown sample year reports from previous years. A visit to the Minpaku museum with the
teachers also helps some students define their topics. They are taught how to use our social studies
video library, how to select books, magazines, internet sites and other sources that are reliable and
appropriate for their level of research. Some students plan on surveys or visit various organizations.
They are taught how to approach these projects. Each student has a working topic before the
summer break.
5.5. Final Training
O In September, after confirming everyone's topic and arranging the order in which the students will
present, the whole list of topics is give to the students. (Please see appendix for a sample list of
topics.) This acts as a syllabus for the presentation class. It also helps students to realize which
students have similar topicsin case they need to exchange books or sources.
5.6. Grading criteria
O | then explain the criteriafor agood report and presentation. | demonstrate by giving a presentation
myself. A good presentation should have the following sections:
The main topic and alist of subtopics on the board
This helps the listeners follow the whol e presentation.
Introduction
Explain the topic, why you chose it, and how you will present using what you have
written on the board. When the listeners can ask questions.
The sub sections, with appropriate pause for question.
The Conclusion
Time for questions and comments from the students
O | show them how to introduce pictures, statistic, maps, use hand outs effectively, deal with difficult
guestions, maintain good eye contact with the audience and speak with confidence.
O The students receive a grade of A, B, C, D or F depending on the above criteria. Other things that
affect the grade are:
Whether they have discussed outlines with the teacher
The amount and quality of research
The clarity of presentation
The appropriate answering of questions
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Own analysis or interpretation
5.7. The Actual Presentations
O Therest of the stages are fairly self-explanatory. | would like to point out that often thereisafairly
critical analysis of the presentation by the students and the teacher in class. Both the good and
lacking aspects of the presentation are mentioned for the benefit of the class. Students ask many
guestions as it is explained to them that questions will enhance the grade of the presenter. This is
because if a presentation is generating questions, it is successful in stimulating the audience.
5.8. Conclusion - An evaluation of presentations
O The problems that students face are quite similar every year. They often choose too difficult topics
or do not know when to stop. Some students have trouble doing the bare minimum. Most students
do very well and comment that they have learnt a lot through their own presentation and those of
others. Many graduates of our school tell us that the Comparative Culture presentation will always
remain as a strong memory of their high school experience.
O Asateacher, | have to always be prepared for presentations that are no more than awaste of time.
In such cases, | pose related questions or issues at the end to give depth to the topic covered. Thisis
never too difficult to do, as | am aware of the topic in advance. This usually happens only when the
student has not showed me an outline.
O In conclusion, | must admit that it has taken me a few years to learn how to motivate, guide and
monitor student progress. However, judging from student comments and my own experience, |
strongly believe that these presentations are an indispensable learning experience for our students.
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