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The two-schools and the future of education in Japan

John Searle
OIS Head

It is becom-
. ing clear that
there is grow-
ing concern
among policy
makers in
Japan that the
country needs
to reconsider
what students
learn and

acquire from
their middle and high school education.
Japanese companies are struggling to
find suitably skilled recruits in a world
where even local firms are becoming part
of the increasingly globalized economy.
According to statistics shared at a recent
meeting I attended with other heads in
Nagoya, in 2011 Panasonic, one of Ja-
pan's leading electronics companies, in-
creased their international hiring by 33%,
while their hiring of domestic employees
dropped by nearly the same amount. The
developing view appears to be that to
provide a suitably skilled workforce for
Japan to compete in the global economy,
schools and universities will need to de-
velop graduates who are assertive, prob-

lem solvers, cooperative, leaders, critical
thinkers, seeking challenges, linguists,
appreciative of other cultures, with a well
rounded education and a sense of a Japa-
nese identity.

These criteria were developed by
a Ministry of Education subcommit-
tee called the Global Human Resource
council. This council, in turn, has drawn
its findings from the reported needs of
Japanese companies including Rakuten,
Uniqlo, Panasonic and Toyota. These
companies are seen as either future or
current global players and important to
Japan's future economic prosperity. The
findings of the committee have led to
a more urgent search for a curriculum
framework that will develop these out-
comes.

An area of possible interest for the
Ministry of Education is the International
Baccalaureate programs. IB schools
utilizing the IB curricula through skilled
and innovative teachers, in schools that
are focused on the task, are developing
exactly these kinds of students. After
years of mild interest in the IB, the min-
istry is now taking a serious look at what
aspects of the IB philosophy and curricu-

lum can be used in Japan.

Parents may think the long list of es-
sential skills identified by Japan's leading
companies looks familiar. OIS' learner
profile, that list of qualities, skills and
values which is the aim of the education
provided at OIS, bears a remarkable simi-
larity to this picture painted by the Min-
istry of Education subcommittee of the
ideal internationally-minded Japanese
graduate.

These discussions last week helped
to confirm some thoughts. Firstly, the
fact that the Ministry of Education has
independently developed from their own
research, a list of skills and qualities that
mirrors our own expected student learner
profile adds considerable support to our
work. Secondly, many of what we might
once have termed 'soft skills', qualities
such as 'cooperation' and 'teamwork' that
we admire in people, but never thought
of as absolutely necessary, are becoming
critical attributes in today's intercon-
nected world.

SOIS can play a huge part in this future
picture for Japan and the world with the
experience we have accumulated in the
past twenty years.
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This year’s All School Production will be a musical comedy,
The Music Man, by Meredith Willson. This has been a well-
known popular American musical since 1957.

The performances will be held from February 16 to 18, 2012
in the school theatre. There will be one performance after

school on Thursday, February 16, one evening performance on
Friday, February 17, and two performances (matinee and eve-
ning) on Saturday, February 18.

More information will become available over the next few
months.
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- MEREDITH WILSON

b HAREARA C0OK- DAVID BURNS - PERT KELTON
Festt wourmgron - THE BUFFALO BILLS - MELEN RAYMOND - PAULREED * EDOIE WODGES

* MORTON DA CoSTA

Plot:

Harold Hill is a con man who has been traveling from town
to town selling musical instruments and pretending to organize
a band, but skipping out early, leaving the townspeople with-
out a band director or their money. While working to convince
the people of River City, lowa, to buy instruments, uniforms,
and instruction books, he is frequently interrupted by the
mayor, school board members, and Marian Paroo, the local
librarian/piano teacher. However, as time goes by, Marian and
Harold develop a romantic relationship, and she is left to de-
fend him when the townspeople realize his true intentions.
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Children's Wishes for Japan

The following article was published in the Ja-
pan Times on June 21st, 2011.

Art aid sent as therapy for disaster—
zone kids

Mark Hollstein

Special to The Japan Times, OIS Parent

Fifth-grader Emiliano Renteria was
sitting quietly in class on March 11 when
his elementary school in Miyagi Prefec-
ture began to shake violently.

"The earthquake was so strong that
chairs were flying all around the room,"
he said. "I thought I was going to die. I
hid under the table. The teacher told us to
getunder our tables."

Renteria said he returned home that
day to find things in a state of disarray.
But he considers himself lucky — a
friend's house was washed away by the
tsunami that followed the quake.

But with gas and electricity knocked
out, "we had to eat cold stuff all the time,"
he recalled. And as the danger from ra-
diation leaking from the crippled Fuku-
shima No. 1 nuclear plant was growing,
Renteria's father decided it would be
safer for his family to move away from
the area.

Nearly three months later, Renteria
is using his lunch break to help his new
classmates at Osaka International School
of Kwansei Gakuin (OIS) in Minoo,
Osaka Prefecture, take part in an inter-

national effort to support other children
from the Tohoku region still suffering in
the aftermath of the catastrophe.

He picks up a brightly painted canvas

tote bag from a large pile on the
floor and begins to fill it with 20
different kinds of art and music
supplies — paints, brushes, col-
ored pencils, sketchbooks, erasers,
a recorder and music to play —
that are laid out in a row of boxes
on tables set up at the school's
front entrance.

The bag Renteria is filling was
hand-painted with a message of '[.
hope by a child in Thailand. Some
of his classmates are filling bags
painted by children in Austria or ones
they decorated themselves.

Most feature bright colors, flowers,
rainbows and other symbols of hope and
renewal.

In addition to the art supplies, Renteria
picks two or three messages of support to
include in his bag, each colorfully illus-
trated by a child attending one of the 30
schools in 23 countries that have raised
money, or contributed in other ways to
make this gift possible.

When the 212 bags are ready, Renteria
helps box and load them onto a truck that
will deliver them to Kirikiri Elementary
School in Otsuchi, Iwate Prefecture,
which was created after the quake for
children from four elementary schools
that were destroyed.

Renteria said he's glad the children will
have new school supplies. "I hope now
they'll have something to do other than
just worrying about what's going to hap-
pen to them," he said.

A similar idea inspired Renteria's new
art teacher at OIS, Jennifer Henbest de
Calvillo, to set up Children's Wishes for
Japan in the days immediately after the

quake.

By providing art and music supplies to
children in the disaster-hit northeast, she
hoped to give them a productive way to
spend their time in evacuation shelters,
as well as the tools necessary to express
their emotions and "reconnect with
humanity in a way that only art can pro-
vide."

"It's natural that after the earthquake
the first donations people made were to
the Red Cross," Henbest de Calvillo said.
"The idea was to make sure people had
clean water and food, shelter and heating
oil and all those kinds of things. But after
those immediate needs had been met, we
still have people who might be in shelters
for two years or more."

In such situations "the healing power
of art and music can really make a differ-
ence," she said.

Children's Wishes for Japan began
with a $100 donation from Henbest de
Calvillo's father, who doubted she could
meet her goal of raising $10,000.

"Thinking about how much money was
needed, I was a little scared," she admit-
ted.

But she had one advantage: she had
taught at international schools in Zimba-
bwe, Myanmar, Vietnam and Thailand
and had also made connections with
other schools around the world through
art exchange programs.

"Soon after I contacted The Peterson

(Je~N—2"H <)
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School in Mexico City they had a Popsicle sale and sent us
$1,000. The American School of Doha in Qatar sponsored
'Compassion Walk' and sent another $1,000," she said.

A friend who teaches in Beijing asked her colleagues to do-
nate the money they had raised for her retirement gift, about
$500, to the project.

The OIS community also rallied around Henbest de Calvillo.
A member of the school's faculty donated all of the recorders,
worth about $3,000, and the PTA raised a further $1,000.

Students gave up their allowances and bilingual parents
spent hours translating into Japanese the more than 1,000 illus-
trated notes sent from students around the world.

Children's Wishes for Japan has now raised more than
$20,000. In addition to the 212 bags sent to Kirikiri Elemen-
tary School in Iwate, another 180 bags were sent later to three
schools in Miyagi Prefecture.

But donations are still needed, as another 300 hand-painted
bags will soon be arriving from children in Spain.

"If we had a little bit more money we could fill those too,"

20

Henbest de Calvillo said, adding the most essential elements
of the bags are the illustrated notes from children around the
world, and the messages of hope painted on the sides.

"When the kids open these bags they are going to have all
these things like paints and brushes and oil pastels and origami
paper. They can cut and paste and glue, which is great," she
said.

"But I hope they will also think about all the people around
the world who are supporting them. I hope they say, 'Wow,
someone really went to a lot of effort,’ and it wasn't the Red
Cross or other adults, it was kids. I hope they get a kind of men-
tal support from that," she said.

"Art really has that deep aspect to it, people can look at it and
understand things that just can't be said with words."

To contribute to Children's Wishes for Japan, contact Jen-
nifer Henbest de Calvillo at jhcalvillo@senri.ed.jp, or for more
information visit the group's website at web.me.com/jhcalvil-
lo/ChildrensWishesForJapan/CWJ.html.

(Editor's Note: This project was successfully concluded in October
2011, and no further donations are needed. Thank you.)
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New Teachers

Ms Megan Castro (ES G2)

Hello! My name is Megan Castro and [ am very
happy to be starting a new school year here at OIS
as a Grade 2 teacher. I am from Connecticut in the
United States and have taught in Connecticut, and
internationally in Rome, Italy and Diisseldorf, Ger-
many. Now, I am looking forward to an exciting
year in Japan and at OIS teaching the PYP. I have
come to Osaka with my husband, Isaac Driver. In
addition to working with excellent colleagues in a
fantastic school, we are both keen to explore and
learn more about Japan. I’'m sure it will be a great
year ahead!

&
Mr Isaac Driver (ES G3)

Hello SOIS! My name is Isaac Driver and I am
thrilled to be joining the OIS faculty as the 3rd
Grade PYP Teacher. My parents are from Ireland
but I am from England and I have come to Japan
with my wife Megan who is the 2nd Grade teacher!
I have taught in London, Manchester, Rome and
Diisseldorf. Megan and I are both very excited to
be working at OIS and living in Japan. I have an
unrelenting tendency for misguided adventure. I
love exploratory travel off the beaten track, camp-
ing, mountaineering, and adrenalin sports such
as snowboarding although I have sky dived and
bungee jumped on occasions. I'm a soccer player
and this year I shall be coaching varsity boys but
I also enjoy tennis, cycling and golf. I am looking
forward to a great year with grade three who are
always full of energy and always have big ideas for
small people! :-)

&
Mr Briag Dupont (science)

Bonjour! I am Briag Dupont and [ am very excit-
ed to be joining the SOIS science team. I am origi-
nally from France but I have never worked there as
I left to go to university in the UK right after high
school. I am absolutely thrilled to be in Japan as it
has been a child's dream to live here. Most recently
I was working in beautiful Bavaria, Germany as an
IB teacher. I have also worked in Mexico, China
and India. I often travel back to Northern Mexico
if I am in need of sunshine. I am looking forward to
spreading the joy and enthusiasm of science in the
coming years.

&
Mr Kurt Mecklem (MS/HS principal)

Prior to being appointed to Middle and High
School Principal at OIS, I taught in a number of

different places including Korea, New York City,
Bolivia, and Kuwait. Growing up I attended inter-
national schools in the Middle East and Europe.
Before coming here I spent four years as the mid-
dle and high school principal at Cebu International
School in the Philippines. I am originally from
Portland, Oregon in the United States and came
to Japan with my wife, Caroline and two children.
My daughter Frieda is in the KB class and my son
Owen is in grade 2. We are all looking forward to
getting to know Japan and working with the OIS
community and that of its sister school, SIS. If you
see me in the hallways, please introduce yourself
or feel free to drop in at the principal’s office and
say hello.
&

Ms Kazue Sudo (Japanese)

Konnichiwa! My name is Kazue Sudo. I'm very
happy to be back at OIS and work with wonderful
students, families and staff again. This year, I will
be teaching grades 5 — 12. T have taught in the U.S.,
China and different parts of Japan, and had a great
experience living in different cultures and envi-
ronment. Before coming back to the Kansai area,
I lived in Beppu in Kyushu, one of the best towns
to enjoy onsen (hot springs) in Japan. During that
time, I visited more than one hundred different
onsen, and got “Onsen Master” title. Besides that,
I enjoy travelling, cooking and singing in the choir.
I’'m looking forward to sharing a great year with
you all.

&
Ms Rebecca Woodhouse (MS/HS physical
education)

It is wonderful to have the opportunity to work
at SOIS as the new Middle and High School P.E.
teacher. I am extremely excited to be working with
such talented and enthusiastic students. I am origi-
nally from England which is where I started my
teaching career. I then went on to live and work in
Saigon in Vietnam. I enjoy playing any sport, trav-
elling and spending time with friends and family. I
look forward to my first year in Osaka and getting
to know the school community and learning about
Japan first hand. I would like to thank you already
for making me so welcome in the SOIS commu-
nity.
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B 35EE &L Grade Reports

@OIS Grade 4
Collaboration in Action
Lora Vimont
Grade 4 Teacher

Collaboration in Action: OIS Grade
4 and SOIS Children’s Literature Class
Project

Two classes at the Senri and Osaka In-
ternational Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
have joined together this year to work
on an exciting literacy project. SOIS
students from Mr. Avery’s Children’s Lit-
erature class and Mrs. Vimont’s Grade 4
class have already met twice in this 4-ses-
sion project focusing on reading and in-
terpreting the works of children’s author
Chris van Allsburg. So far, the students
have had the opportunity to work on their
creative writing skills and freeze-frame
process drama scenes using events from
the stories. By the end of this project, the
SOIS students hope to utilize their new
knowledge of quality children’s literature
to write their own stories to share with the
Grade 4 students. The Grade 4 students,
in turn, will give constructive feedback to
the older students in order that they may
become better writers. This continues to
be a fun and rewarding project for all!
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@5SO0IS Grade 8

Grade 8 Cerramics on Display
Jennifer Henbest, Christopher Meadows
Visual Arts

Toward the end of the last year, the

SOIS Grade 8 Art students were busily
putting the finishing touches to their ce-
ramic/drawing project. This marked the
culmination of a very busy year that saw
them working both individually and in
groups with a variety of art mediums.

Their final major project involved the
students investigating a person they ad-
mired (either from the past or present),
then representing their qualities within
the form of a ceramic piece. As part of
their investigation they sought to iden-
tify the admired person’s achievements,
while also finding significant quotations
that could be used as inspiration for a
three dimensional form.

Each student worked independently to
plan and design the structure and colour
decoration. In the process they also learnt

much about clay as a medium, construc-
tion techniques and glaze application
methods. The final piece was accompa-
nied by a portrait drawing completed in
graphite pencil that included a chosen
quotation. The diversity of ideas and pre-
sentation style was quite extraordinary
and continues to show the creative ability
of our students.

A display of their works can now be
viewed on level two of the SOIS campus.
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@SIS Grade 9 FERH34EA
Grade 9 trip to Mie—ken
Rodney Ray

9-2 HR Teacher, English

On Friday September 30, SIS Grade 9
went on their grade trip to Shima, in Mie-
ken. We stayed at Nemu-no-sato Resort.
Itoh-sensei joined the homeroom teach-
ers as a chaperone.

Grade 9 prepared for this trip for sever-
al weeks. The Trip Committee members
(with a lot of help from Kano-sensei!) did
a very nice job organizing the trip loca-
tion, the trip booklet, bus and hotel seat-
ing, and recreation activities.

On the first day, we were afraid that the
weather would be bad, but as it turned
out, it was quite summery for most of the
day, only sprinkling a very little bit in the
early evening. Our first activity upon ar-
riving was to prepare lunch and haul in

the day’s catch. Students took turns pull-
ing up the pots/nets, and upon returning
to shore, everybody help to prepare the
scallops and crab for the meal.

In the afternoon, students divided into
smaller groups for a variety of activities:
some went bicycling, some fishing, some
did archery, and others went sea-kayak-
ing. In the evening, we played “Russian
roulette” with some loaded Oreos, along
with some other activities.

The next day was bright and cooler
— perfect fall weather. We spent the day
at Parque Espana, where the students en-
joyed many different kinds of attractions.

The goal of our trip was to “deepen
our connections” to each other, and I
think this goal was well met. Overall, the
students cooperated with each other, got
along well, and had lots of fun! It was a
good experience for our grade to work
on organizing this event, because we will
soon have another big event to organize:
our graduation ceremony!

Many thanks go out to Kano-sensei,
who guided the Trip Committee, Hasega-
wa Natsuko-sensei, who gave us guid-
ance on staying healthy, Itoh-sensei, who

SIS Grade 9 trip to Mie—ken

joined us on the trip, and of course the
Trip Committee members, who worked
hard to make the trip go smoothly.
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@SIS Grade 11 &5 524E4
Frances Namba
11-4 HR Teacher, English

“The only way to do great work is to
love what you do. If you haven’t found it
yet, keep looking. Don’t settle. As with
all matters of the heart, you’ll know when
you find it.” Steve Jobs

As I write this gakkunen dayori the
world is talking about the premature
death of Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple.
He is being hailed as a genius, a vision-
ary, a man who changed our world. His
words of inspiration are being repeated in
the media and seen as having important
lessons for us all. For grade 11 students
who are at a time when important deci-
sions about your future are about to be
made, the quote above from Jobs, in par-
ticular, stands out as being relevant.

Jobs’ advice is to find something that
you love doing. Have goals in life, a
sense of purpose, meaning, and do some-
thing which gives you satisfaction. As
you continue researching the paths that
are open to you after SIS, keep this ad-
vice in mind.

In an interview, Jobs explained how,
after dropping out of college, he decided
to do something totally different, and en-
rolled in a calligraphy course. He found
that he was fascinated by the beauty of
the different fonts and styles and loved
the course even though he thought it
would be of no use to him in his life. But
ten years later, when working on the first
Macintosh computer, Jobs remembered
what he learnt all those years ago and
the Mac became the first computer with
beautiful typography. Thanks to Steve
Jobs dropping out and taking that cal-
ligraphy course, we all have a wonderful
choice of different fonts on our comput-
ers today.

So the message is that we can never
tell what will or will not be of use to us
in our futures. If you can’t yet answer the
question “What do you want to do in your
life?” don’t worry! Be open-minded and
flexible, be a risk-taker, try out many dif-

ferent activities and courses, you never
know what you might discover about
yourself!

I believe that many grade 11 students
are actually already doing this. There
really are many activities going on in
school at the moment and our students
seem to be involved and leading most of
them. 17 grade 11 students took part in a
grueling 3-day trip to Tohoku to help the
victims of the tsunami. [ am so impressed
by the dedication and determination they
showed in this and the fact that after a full
day of travelling and working, many of
them stayed up until the early hours of
the morning to finish their school home-
work!

We homeroom teachers are getting
only positive feedback about this grade
and we are very proud of the wonderful
role models they are for our younger stu-
dents.

Another big event for us is the school
trip to Taiwan. The dates have changed
slightly from those on the calendar,
so please notice that we will leave on
March 15th, one day earlier than origi-
nally planned, and return 4 days later on
March 19th. Please make sure that your
passport is valid as soon as possible; with
the school year already over half way
through, time is flying and we will be tak-
ing off to Taiwan before we know it!
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@SIS Grade 12 4 H34FEAE
One Step Closer to the “Freedom”
of College Life
Shammi Datta
12-1 HR Teacher, Social Studies
SIS seniors are currently busy prepar-
ing for three things:
1. University applications
2. Their final term as high school students
- the 18th term
3. The last sports day of high school.
Seniors have thought about their future
from various angles, talked about it with
different people, researched many uni-
versities and decided where to apply. The
homeroom teachers and everyone in the
school community wishes them the very
best in this important phase of their lives.
The upcoming 18th term, the last term
of high school life at SIS, presents some
additional opportunities and privileges.
The seniors can choose individual se-
nior research, community activities and
some courses which are only offered in
the 18th term. Moreover, this term has a
different set up. For example, the daily
homeroom is during the noon flex time,
which means you may not need to come
to school at 8:30am everyday. At colleg-

es, there will be no morning HR, and each
individual is responsible for maintaining
their own daily rhythm. Simple things
like waking up time, sleep hours, meal
times, etc can easily go out of control
with the “freedom” of college life. This is
particularly true in the age of web-based
assignments, social networking sites like
facebook, and 24 / 7 internet connectivity
through smart-phones, laptops and tab-
lets. At KG SIS, the 18th term is an op-
portunity for each senior to self-manage
simple daily rhythm things and prepare
for college life. How well you do that is
largely up to you.

(Please refer to the 18th term sheet for
further details.)

The final sports day of high school and
graduation ceremony preparation are also
upon us. I hope the final months of high
school life are memorable and meaning-

ful for each SIS senior.
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Eiken Report Summer 2011
Rodney Ray
SIS English

The following students have reported Eiken results to
Kyoumu-bu. Special congratulations to Atoka Jo and Haruka
Kaji for passing Level 1! The number of students passing Level
Pre-1 was particularly high this time; good job, everybody. Fi-
nally, congratulations to OIS elementary students Suwen Shi-
mon Pok, Airu Mukaiyama, Sophia Smith and Malka Bobrove
for their great results on the test.

SIS/OIS Gr Class Student Name Grade

OIS 9 Atoka Jo 1#% (Grade 1)

SIS 11 1 Haruka Kaji 1#% (Grade 1)

OIS 6 Suwen Shimon Pok #£1#% (Grade P1) SIS 12 3 Miumi [zawa % 15#% (Grade P1)
OIS 6 Airu Mukaiyama %1%k (Grade P1) SIS 12 3 Shun Sekiya #E1 4% (Grade P1)
SIS 10 4 Yuki Miyake #E1#% (Grade P1) SIS 12 3 Natsumi Uki #E 18k (Grade P1)
SIS 11 1 Naoya Sakata #E 158k (Grade P1) OIS 3 Sophia Smith 2#% (Grade 2)
SIS 12 1 Yumika Tanimura ¥ 1#% (Grade P1) SIS 10 3 Miyu Kawabata 2#% (Grade 2)

SIS 12 1 Ayaka Fukuoka #E1 4% (Grade P1) SIS 11 1 Miki Omori 2#% (Grade 2)

SIS 12 2 Hiroki Matsuura #E1#% (Grade P1) SIS 12 2 Jong dae Yoon 2#% (Grade 2)

SIS 12 2 Ayu Fukuoka 158k (Grade P1) SIS 12 3 Sarina Yasuda 2#% (Grade 2)

SIS 12 3 Sae Okamoto % 158% (Grade P1) OIS 3 Malka Bobrove 2% (Grade P2)
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Mark Avery
English

Each year, a group of high school students have the oppor-
tunity to work collaboratively with OIS grade 4 on a literary
project. The SIS students are enrolled in the Children’s Litera-
ture course and visit the OIS classroom four times throughout
the trimester. They observe a literature class on their first visit
and conduct an activity based on a book the grade 4 students
have already read on the second visit. On the third visit, the SIS
students choose a book to read to a small group and design an

activity that focuses on one element of literature and finally on
the fourth visit, hold literature circles where the SIS students
read their own picture books and receive genuine reader feed-
back from grade 4. This feedback is real and invaluable for
the SIS students who work very hard to produce a book that

28> An SIS/OIS Collaboration

will stimulate thought and discussion, and be something all
the children can enjoy. The photos are from our second visit
when we used Chris Van Allsburg’s The Wretched Stone. The
activity focussed on identifying important events in the plot
and subsequently applying those skills to creating a storyboard
consisting of 5 frozen images that tell a story. The scenes in
each storyboard ended up being very clearly connected and
members of the audience were eager to retell the story at the
end. There were quite a few interesting body arrangements and
facial expressions along the way too. We are looking forward
to getting down again for activity three.
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<#t2%> N]E (Newspaper in Education)
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<sports> AISA Boys Volleyball in Seoul, Korea

Hideto Fukuchi
OIS Gr.12

Our team started off with less than 8 players and |#
looked depressing. The key players had graduated §&
and we had only a couple of experienced players b |
left in our team and at that time, 1 player that had |
just come up to high school. T love the sport vol- |
leyball and never gave up on building the team, to
even make it exist, but at that point, I was starting
to lose hope with teachers telling me that I should
maybe consider giving up and forgetting about vol-
leyball. Still, life without volleyball was like losing
something very valuable and something hitting me
right across the face and I couldn’t give up. So I did
everything I could to make volleyball happen and
not just fade away. Eventually, it worked out with
the bare minimum of 10 players, half beginners who
had never played volleyball. Since we did not have a
coach and only supervisors, Inoue Sensei and Majima Sensei,
who kindly supported us by coming to all practices, we were
a team that was not actually coached and had to do everything
and develop as a team for ourselves. As the season moved on,
we became better in skills and looked more like a team. We had
a few losses but still a lot of wins to teams that were coached
and with players that were mostly seniors and with a lot of ex-
perience. Then AISA came and we were nervous, excited and
ready all at the same time.

Our first game in Korea was with our rivals since AISA vol-
leyball started, SIS (Seoul International School) where we
were hosted as homestays. They were expecting us to win but
on our 5th set, we lost barely leaving us with one loss and a bad
start. With the rules a bit different and 3 times as strict, it was
very difficult for us to adapt to. Yet, our next game, we were
beating the other team drastically and we could hear them on
the other side being scared and losing confidence. They were
literally sitting on the gym floor with hopeless faces and had
given up, half way through the game. This gave us a lot of con-
fidence and we improved so much with our skills since our first
game while adapting to the new rules. Our third game was with

one of the strongest team, which they were called “The Beasts”
by the Korean teams. We pounded them and took away their
confidence while making us look invincible in the tournament.

We made it easily to the championships and fought against one
of the teams that were said to be weaker. We somewhat easily
took two sets out of five and just had to win one more in order
to get an automatic win but a couple of mistakes from our side
lead to our loss and we figured that it was nothing to worry
about and just had to win the next, fourth set. The fourth set, we
were exhausted, yet took the game to the match point but a mis-
take I should have not done as a captain by tipping the ball and
not spiking it when I could have, lead to the teams loss on our
precious fourth set. On our final set, we were extremely tired
and some of our legs were shaking from the game lasting for
more than 2 hours when usually only lasts an hour or less. We
were all praying to win the last set especially after hearing that
the girls had become champions. We did our best on court and
never gave up but for our team to be more of a attacking team
and not a defending team, and for the other team to be a strong
defending team, our misses on court shifted the game for us to
lose at the very end with us only a couple points behind. The
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<Sports> AISA TENNIS — 22 Oct-25 Oct

Derek Entwistle and Rebecca Woodhouse
Tennis Coach

We had 14 students this year representing
SOIS in the annual AISA Tennis Tournament
which we were honored to by hosting here in
Osaka. The students all represented their school
superbly and demonstrated great teamwork, de-
termination and true SOIS Sabers spirit.

The Boys team played hard which gained them
some good results from some extremely tough
opposition. They were complimented by the oth-
er coaches on their ‘hustle’ and ‘fight for every
point’ attitude. Recognition goes to singles play-
ers Sean Baxter and Kazuki Kobayashi, both still
only in grade 9, who managed to hold their own
against some strong and experienced opposition.
Both athletes have a bright sporting future ahead
of them.

The girls team this year was also made up of
several young players, but you would not have noticed from
the quality of tennis which was witnessed. Recognition must
go to Haruna Ogata and Mirai Mizuno (both in grade 9) who
after a nail biting final went onto win the AISA Girls Doubles
Championship 8-6. SOIS were also fortunate enough to find
ourselves in the situation of having to watch 2 of our singles
players playing against each other in the Girls Singles AISA
Championship Final. Kana Yokoyama (grade 9) and Kyoka
Kitagawa (grade 10) both played well, but Kana kept up her
consistently high standard of play and proved just too strong
and went on to win the championship title and Kyoka placed
second.

The SOIS Girls Team dominated throughout the tournament

from start to finish, with all team members working hard to add

points to their total. As a result of this the girls went on to con-
vincingly winning the girls team title.

Special player recognition must go Kana Yokoyama, who
although still only in Grade 9 was untouchable in the Girls Sin-
gles Tournament. She kept up her high level of skill and profes-
sionalism in every game which meant that she only conceded
1 game in the entire tournament. There is a bright tennis future
ahead for Kana, well done.

With such a young team this year, we as coaches look for-
ward to the next tennis year where hopefully with such strong
potential and great attitudes we will move onwards and upward
to success.

(HFI~N—2"DfEE)

game ended and we walked to shake hands with the other play-
ers. | heard my guys crying behind me and I couldn’t hold my
tears back and we all cried together from the mixed emotions
from the game and the memories from when we were just a
little team.

After the game had ended and we cleaned ourselves up, we
ate and went back home to our homestays. This may sound like
it was a depressing trip and a sad story but it was more of the
complete opposite. In fact, to me, it was the best trip I have ever
had in my entire life. The volleyball team grew from a little,
depressing, weak team to having 3 all-stars and got our second
place medal AND without even a coach! At the end, we were
all like family and never wandered off in groups in Korea and
stuck around with each other and enjoyed every minute of our
time in Korea. I had never become as close to a sport team as
this volleyball team and never cried for my team, never. Never
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thought that I was going to have the best trip in just 4 days and
was the best experience I had. It made me stronger in the inside
and I will never, forget this trip and the small volleyball team
we had. Thank you, Onishi Ryosuke, Sakashita Yujin, Ishimoto
Kohsei, Kayashima Satoshi, Winston Shin, Miyamoto Rintaro,
Kishigami Yusuke, Min-joon Choi and Fujimi Yousuke. Also
I’d like to thank Inoue Sensei and Majima Sensei for always
coming to practice when it must have been very hard to cram
your schedule even more than what you had had already and
to support us the whole season. Also thank you managers for
coming to practice and help our practices run smoother, when
we all stank like crazy and cheering so much for us at our
games. Thank you everybody for making volleyball happen
and for giving me a memory that I will keep forever in my life.
This was our small little story and the things that happened in
our AISA tournament.
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Triathlon/Running Club Coach
FEEBRT7I7AOL@S0IS

IR AR BT BT ST R H T AR A7 A

KPRRBDIZD R IR/ o7& HEHT0 o
TINIEVIFELEDNPLBEEL, KA
DOIEHIHDFF A TLIED, TZ2DRDVIZDK
Ru/PESTHOWDBRELTZN  ZINI BN
ZORBVEBLELIZ, BB T R EFRF v
MNAZEFELTHID THRELIZ RS T,

Aquathlon@SOIS was held here at SOIS on Oc-
tober 10th. In total 25 people of SOIS participated
and 12 people placed out of 120 entries. [Gr.1-2:
Swim 50m & Run 600m, Gr.3-6: Swim 100m &
Run 1200m, Gr.7 & Up: Swim 500m & Run 3km]
<Placed> Gr.1 Boys: 1st Harry Cheney Fx=— nJ)—(OIS1),
Gr.7-9 Boys: 1st Shimon Iwazawa 755 32(SIS7), 3rd Sho-
taro Maesato Aij L3 A HA(SISS), Girls: 1st Arisa Mizuno 7k B
HYZ(0ISY), 2nd Mirai Mizuno KE A5 (OIS9), Gr.10-12
Boys: 1st Riku Hosoi #fi}:[2(SIS10), 2nd Masato Fukuda 1& H
1% A\ (SIS10), 3rd Joel Terhune #—ta—> 3'3—1(SIS10), Girls:
Ist Yui Maeda AifH#7<(SIS11), 2nd Marika Fujisaki IR R
PEF(SIS10), 3rd Naomi Iwazawa #5128 32(SIS10), Age 40 &
Up Women: 1st Tara Cheney F==— #7 (Faculty)
<Other Finishers> 8 students and Chieko Ishii A H% &
F(Faculty), Hisashi Munemasa 7% FE/A&(Faculty), Peter
Heimer N<— t*—#—(Faculty), Kazuhiro Iwazawa *&i{Ef17
(Parent), John Searle #—/V ¥"a./(Faculty)
<fhDKEHER>
W7/31(B)7O7AOVHHMARETIZAE

Aquathlon Kyoto was held on Sunday, July 31 at Kyoto
Aquarena in Kyoto city. In total 8 people finished each distance
and one student placed.
<Placed> Gr.10-12 (Swim 400m + Run 3km) Boys 2nd #li -z
Riku Hosoi (SIS10)
<Other Finishers> Gr.7-9 (Swim 300m + Run 2km) Boys k&
7k EAfi Kosuke Yonenaga (SIS7), Gr.10-12 Girls Az #REE
7% Marika Fujisaki (SIS10), aff 4 Yui Maeda (SIS11),
Gr.10-12 Boys #—ta—Y V'3V Joel Terhune (SIS10), 45
#f Yuki Yoshigata (SIS10), Adults (Swim 1000m + Run 6km)
Fx=— 47 Tara Cheney (Faculty), 55 #51% 51 Hiroshi Baba (Fac-
ulty)
W8/21-23H ATE TIRM21kmITE

From Sunday to Tuesday, August 21-23, we had summer
training camp in Hakui city, Ishikawa prefecture. We trained
cycling, running and swimming at the National Noto Youth
Friendship Centre [ESZAEH D ELFTOZ. The three stu-
dents, Masato Fukuda #& H 5 A, Riku Hosoi #li}}:}# and Mari-
ka Fujisaki G HMELE (all SIS10) finished 21 km, the same
as a half marathon in a long distance running challenge, on the
second day. Many of the other 16 students also finished their

longest distance ever.
W/ NEERT V7 AOVT28AE

Shio-Ashiya Aquathlon was held at Ashiya Sogo Koen in
Ashiya city, Hyogo prefecture on September 11. In total, 11
people of SOIS participated and 2 students placed.
<Placed> Gr.7-9 (Swim 250m + Run 3km) : Girls 2nd /KB %
HE Alisa Mizuno (OIS9), Boys 3rd A B4 K] Shotaro Mae-
sato (SIS8)
<Other Finishers> Gr.10-Adults (Swim 1000m + Run 10km) :
JHEIRT PR P Marika Fujsaki, #& H#% A Masato Fukuda, #fi 2
Riku Hosoi, j#i#fi& Yuki Ura, &8 Yuki Yoshigata (the
above-mentioned are SIS10), Aif H 4 Yui Maeda (SIS11), F=
=— 47 Tara Cheney (Faculty)
Relay (Swim 500m & Run 5km) : A% E 35 Naomi Iwazawa
& R Ryoko Fujikura (the above-mentioned are SIS10)
W10/ 15BRI 74 FILYDRAVMN)—TIZAE

Kanto Finals / Invitational Cross Country was held at Tama
Hills in Tama city, Tokyo on October 15th. This is the biggest
cross country race mainly for international schools in Kanto
area. In total 8 students of SOIS participated and Marika Fuji-
saki IR FREEF (SIS10) came 2nd out of 75 varsity runners.
<Other Finishers> Girls 3.3km: Ryoko Fujikura B85 1
(SIS10), Megumi Takada i 3E(SIS11), Alisa Pelz ~VA
" TUH(OISS), Boys 4.4km: Masato Fukuda #& H 5 A (SIS10),
Yuki Yoshigata & EME#f(SIS10), Yoshihisa Iwama *& 35 %
(SIS8), Shotaro Maesato Fij 45 KB (SIS8)
W10/23RETRE LRH AR TRAE

Suita Track & Field Meet was held at Suita-shi Sogo Undojo
on October 23rd. In total 13 people of SOIS participated and 6
people placed.
<Placed> Gr.10-12 Boys 5000m 1st Masato Fukuda #& % A
(SIS10), 2nd Riku Hosoi #Hi:[22(SIS10), 3rd Yuki Yoshigata &
FEABER$H(SIS10), 1500m 3rd Riku Hosoi #li3:k2(SIS10)
Men 5000m 1st & 1500m Ist Syunya Maeda fij FH £ % (KG)
Women 5000m 1st Tomoko Yonenaga 7k i1--(Parent)
Men Age50-59 3000m 1st Hiroshi Baba /& 3 {# 52 (Faculty)
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