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Dear Grade 10 students,

We started the school year with a
warm welcome to 14 new students
who joined our grade from April. It
was wonderful to see so many SIS vet-
erans from our grade volunteer for the
new students’ orientation. SIS can be
confusing place, and I urge our veteran
students to continue assisting our new
members in any way possible.

At present, each homeroom is
working towards the school festival.
I look forward to seeing the energy
and creativity of our grade as we
prepare for this important school
event. I also hope that you think about
your individual goals as we start the
school year. It is a pleasure to work
with you as you all mature into young
adults, and to learn together with you
throughout the year. (Class-4 Sham-
mi Datta)
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Speaking Performance class presents Twelve Angry Jurors

Peter Heimer
English

Reginald Rose’s play Twelve Angry Men was produced
as an award-winning film in 1957 and has enjoyed clas-
sic status since. The play has been frequently performed at
American high schools for the past 50 years, was remade as
a TV drama in 1997, enjoyed a Broadway revival in 2004,
and ran as a US theater tour in 2007. A quick YouTube search
will bring up many online video performances. And if all that
is not enough, you could have watched a live performance
here at SOIS as the Speaking Performance class presented
the play three times in March. Despite having only a limited
amount of class time to prepare and rehearse, the students
ably performed a 50-minute condensed version of the play.

The action revolves around the tense deliberation of
twelve jurors as they debate whether or not an unseen defen-
dant is guilty of the murder of his father. The play portrays
the merits and flaws of the US trial system and exposes the
prejudice and bigotry found in many of us as we rush to
make judgments without all the facts. The themes of the play
remain relevant and the interactions among the characters
present wonderful “speaking performance” opportunities for

students. With thirteen roles in the play and thirteen students
in the class, the piece was a perfect performance choice for
the Speaking Performance class. Because the class contained
men and women, the title of the play was changed to Twelve
Angry Jurors.

The play is famous for its use of only one set; it requires
minimal blocking and few props, so it was possible to stage
the play in the third floor conference room with audience
members seated in a circle around the jurors’ table.

Special thanks goes to five recently graduated SIS seniors
— Miho Sugiura, Yuritzi Lopez Amezcua, Yuko Hara, Emi
Mizuguchi, Eri Sano — who returned to school after they had
graduated in order to play key roles in the play. Thanks also
go to the classes of Mr. Zarouba, Ms. Rennie, Ms. Melville-
Rea, Ms. Brown, and Mr. Sommer for their attendance. And
congratulations to all of the Speaking Performance students
on their success.

Members of the 2007 winter SIS Speaking Performance:
Miho Sugiura, Yuritzi Lopez Amezcua, Yuko Hara, Emi
Mizuguchi, Eri Sano, Eri Sumoyama, Mai Kawaharada,
Jude Aki-Field, Yukiko Tahara, Aysha Cabrini, Ayuka Mi-
yamae, Shun Nishimoto, Rui Yamaguchi.
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APAC Girls Soccer

Derek Entwistle
PE

APAC girls soccer was held in
Seoul this year and it was with cau-
tious optimism, after proving victori-
ous in the local Nagoya tournament,
the SOIS team arrived on Wednesday.
The team were greeted by glorious
sunny weather ( in direct contrast to
the boys in Kobe....).

The tournament started in earnest
Thursday morning with a repeat of
the 2007 final between Shanghai and
Seoul with Shanghai handing out an
awesome and crushing football lesson.
After witnessing the size and speed of
these teams it was with mounting trep-
idation that SOIS suited up ready to do
battle. But once the whistle blew it was
all business and for the next 3 days
our girls truly did themselves and the
school proud. We were competitive in
every game and the 3rd day and final
game saw us with a chance to make the
final. A win to make the final, a draw
to see us in the 3rd/4th game and only
a loss could relegate us to the 5th and
6th game. Unfortunately, it was our
often nemesis, Canadian Academy,
who, scoring in the final minute of the
game sent us out from finals conten-
tion. There was much sobbing,wails
of disappointment and bowed heads
(mainly from Kamran Baig and my-
self) but in true SOIS fashion we man-
aged to pull it all together and fought
out a draw against Brent. The ensuing
penalty shootout saw our great keeper,
Erika Kageyama, making a couple of

awesome saves to secure a
Sth place result.

Erika and Haruka Arai
were voted onto the allstar
' team but many other players
i' also had a good tournament.
INotable performers included
Saki Nawata and Sachi
Yoshida in midfield, Em-
ily Taura as sweeper and Sam Syrad
up forward. ALL 17 players are to be
commended for their efforts and were,
as is so often the case, a credit to them-
selves, their families and the school.

Mr Baig and I would sincerely
like to thank them for their efforts
this year in what has proven to be our
final APAC appearance and we look
forward to the challenges and exciting
prospects that are taking shape for next
year.

We hope to see all the girls along
with all enthusiastic newcomers next
year.

APAC BOYS SOCCER 2008 in Kobe

Simon Parker
PE

This year’s APAC Soccer Tourna-
ment for boys was held at the home of
our fiercest rivals and greatest friends,
Canadian Academy, and it was an-
other fantastic experience for the 19
students who took part. Three days of
tough competition in some atrocious
weather conditions, renewing old
friendships and making new ones, left
the students exhausted come Saturday
night.

The tournament itself had more

than it’s fair share of drama for all the
competing teams not least because of
the driving rain and gale force winds
that plagued Thursday and Friday.
Our team started out so brightly in
the first half of their first game on the
waterlogged pitch and were dominant
against an ISB side who rarely put
together any attacking movement at
all. However after such a bright first
half we fell away in the second period
and rather disappointingly lost the
game by 1-0. This did seem to dampen
spirits a little, but with the valiant ef-
forts of Seiya Cooke (SIS 12) and Rico
Chow (OIS 12) to pull everyone to-
gether, we managed to raise our game
and really played just excellently
against a very strong Seoul team in the
afternoon. We ran out losing the game
by 3-1 but it was much closer than the
scoreline suggests and indeed was ex-
tremely tight coming into the final 10
minutes.

And so Friday came and so did yet
more rain. A tie with Shang-
hai and a win against Brent
left us in reasonable shape
on Friday afternoon, know-
% ing that a win against CA on
a8 Saturday morning would put
4 .| us in the 3rd/4th place game.
“| In much better conditions we

made a very bright start to

the CA game and took the lead through
Carlos Esquival (OIS 10). However
we ended up in a 1-1 tie which left us
playing Brent again for 5th/6th place.
This game we won comfortably and
(HeN—HITHES)

* APAC & . Asia Pacific Activities
Conference DBEFAT, RO L
TWET, < APAC BHIE > Jbriq 2 —
FiaFa-Ar— (ISB: HE) ., RilET
AT A7 —)b (SAS: HI[E), 7L bk
A B —Fat ) A7 —)L <=7 (Brent:
TAVE), TN T g =) AT — )b
(SFS: 8&[E) AFT 477717 I— (CA:
#RE) . TRERSRE (SIS/OIS: Kik)
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took Sth place for the second year in a
TOW.

Outstanding performances all week
from so many students. But particular-
ly of note were Seiya Cooke (SIS 12),
Shun Kanezaki (SIS 10) Nobuhiko
Kojima (SIS 11) Yuki Yasumoto (SIS

18

10) and Carlos Esquival (OIS 10) all
who played pretty much every minute
of every game and all who gave abso-
lutely everything to the cause. Seiya
and Shun were quite deservedly voted
on to the All Star Team by the coaches.

All that remains is for me to say a

huge thanks to our departing seniors,
Seiya, Tsubasa and Rico, and wish
them all the best for the future. Also
a big thanks to Mr. Walker for all his
time and effort this season and for his
good humour always! Otsukaresama-
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