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2006 Marist Model United Nations

Mark Avery
SIS MUN Coordinator

139 delegates from six schools across Japan attended this year’s Marist MUN. Our delegation of 13 became very
involved in the meeting and enjoyed the experience. They debated six topics over three days and resolved an emer-
gency crisis. Each year, as more pressing global issues emerge, the topics become more challenging leading to the
quality of the debate being very high. In effect, the students are searching for solutions to problems world leaders are
unable to solve. I would like to thank Istvan Viczian, Marie Asano and Sandra Gathmann from OIS for conducting the
weekly mock sessions. I would also like to congratulate Istvan on being presented with both the President’s Award
and the General Assembly Award. Even though the delegates from SIS were all doing MUN for the first time, two stu-
dents from our class, Midori Hase and Iona Sugihara, were able to receive outstanding participation awards. lona also
served as chair of the European bloc meeting on the first day. Akiko Matsumoto and Tomoka Aiyama acted as bloc
secretaries. Everyone represented their country effectively in the meeting. Now, please enjoy some comments from

the students.

What is the UN?, by Sho Sugihara
(FRANCE)

As the UN was created to find
concrete resolutions to global issues,
I believe that the MUN had further
functions. This year, 139 delegates
met at MBIS to debate intensively
over a three day period. Not only did

we find effective solutions to the is-
sues but many of us also perceived
valuable lessons of our own cultures.
As an individual and as a delegate, 1
would often have internally conflict-
ing opinions on the topics. The MUN
taught me to value both of these op-
posing views and also showed me that
the UN and the MUN are both nothing
more than a global composition of,
and a forum for such diverse values.
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D5 EERE H 28 MBIS [Z8E F o7z, 2
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EDEG R EES, 2OV TR
MR T2 MEERERORS 7t
BN VAN ik AN NG ERAN VIR S SN

The Role of a Delegate, by lona Sugihara
(CROATIA)
During the course of 12 weeks, |

have managed to accumulate a sense
of passion and attachment towards my
country, Croatia. As a delegate, the
most challenging part is putting aside
your ideals, your prejudices, and your
home country’s (i.e. Japan/U.K.) best
interests to think and speak for a na-
tion you’ve only ever acknowledged
as a uniform during a soccer match.
Until now I had wondered why two
hundred U.N. delegates who probably
upheld more or less the same morals,
could so easily find anything to dis-
agree about. MUN being a huge reality
check. I am now aware of how small-
minded this observation was and how

not all countries, let alone individual

people, can not always afford to agree
on a resolution even if they support
it. Compromising your ideals and
your country’s best interests is not an
easy job, but coming out of the Marist
MUN with so many new friends shows
that underneath the roles we took, we
are all friendly people with a genuine
interest and concern for a more peace-
ful world.
IaT7FFRERELT
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How we Prepared for the Meeting, by Ko—
suke Maeda (BELARUS)

The vast amount of preparation we

had to go through to be ready for the
meeting turned out to be well worth
it. We completed 35 article responses,
a resolution paper, right to statement,
position paper, position speech and the
list goes on. We also had mock meet-
ings once every week for these couple
of months. At first the idea of prepar-
ing for twelve weeks for a meeting that
lasts only 3 days seemed ridiculous but
in the end it was worth every minute of
work.
The Darfur Conflict, by Yuka Matsubara
(KENYA)

Thousands of Sudanese continue

to become displaced in other parts of
the country and to neighboring nations
because of Darfur’s raging conflict.
Rebel armies started taking violent ac-
tion against the government in 2003.
Human rights have been violated in
Darfur ever since, causing a humani-
tarian crisis in the region. At the MUN,
delegates debated whether the support
of the United Nations’ peacekeepers
was appropriate in the tense zone. The
delegate of Sudan insisted on taking
care of the crisis without such help,
which is what the Sudanese govern-
ment is stating now. As global citizens,
we must resolve this issue through col-
laboration and peaceful means.
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Avian Influenza, by Tomoka
Aiyama (CENTRAL AFRI-
CAN REPUBLIC)

Avian Influenza,

known as bird flu, is a
disease that is passed on [
from bird to human, and
numerous people have
died in parts of Asia,
Africa, Europe and the
Middle East. The In-
ternational community
is putting efforts into
stopping the further spread before it
mutates into a form that can be easily
passed on from human to human. The
debate became heated towards the end,
since developed nations were focused
on how to prevent a global pandemic,
while many developing nations can-
not deal with this problem within the
country and want the help from the
developed nations.
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The General Assembly, by Midori Hase,

the delegate of Jordan

“Delegates, the GA is now con-
vened. We will proceed to roll call at-
tendance. Jordan.”

“Present and voting.”
One by one we would be called,

and from then on, we were no longer
students. We became delegates of a
certain country, presenting your coun-
try’s opinions on the debated topics.
Intensity fills the air as delegates shoot
their placards up in a room filled with
138 other delegates from six differ-
ent schools. Delegates are passionate
about their countries, making the de-

bates extremely effective and some-

times aggressive, with the odd bit of
humour adding essence to the atmo-
sphere. After two hours of continuous
debate, the session closes and the topic
is voted upon.
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Mission Impossible, by Natsuko Itami
(EGYPT)

So what is the International Crimi-

nal Court? It’s the first and only per-
manent court that prosecutes interna-
tional crimes concerning genocide,
crimes against humanity, and war
crimes. Although it may sound as if
any accused criminal would be eli-
gible for prosecution, it isn’t the truth.
Countries have to ratify (make natio-
nially valid) the Rome Statute (the
document that constitutes the ICC) to
be under the jurisdiction of the ICC,
but so far only 100 of 191 countries
in the United Nations have ratified
it (2004). My Middle Eastern block,
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ironically, got this topic, and had to
come up with a resolution to invite
more countries to ratify the document.
The problem was who would be will-
ing to ratify it if the submitters of this
resolution hadn’t? We got attacked
by countries saying that they couldn’
t agree to a resolution that was created
by non-ratifying countries, ending
with the least votes during the three
days. While our block got the most
challenging topic, it was a fantastic ex-
perience, and I’m certain that all of the
Middle Eastern delegates advanced
further their abilities to adjust with de-
manding tasks.
ARG
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The Emergency Crisis, by Misuzu Sakai
(SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO)

After all six topics we had prepared

for three months had been discussed,
an “emergency crisis” occurred-”
Truck Bomb Kills ‘Hundreds’ of Indian
Soldiers; India-Pakistan Move to War
Footing”. 100,000 India/Pakistan re-
serves were massing along the border
so to stop them from shelling each oth-
er, the GA created an extemporaneous
resolution and debated it. In spite of
being suddenly made to face the pre-

10

dicament, the delegates of
two mainly involved nations,
India and Pakistan, were
calm yet earnest in speak-
ing for their countries. Since
none of the participants were
told about the topic before-
hand, it wouldn’t have been
possible to debate on it if we
hadn’t had ourselves been
informed of world news. So,
why not keep yourself up-
dated with world news too,
not only to know what has happened
but also to infer what might happen?
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Security Council Reform, by Chie Asaku—
ra (LESOTHO)

“Poverty, corruption, lack of edu-

cation—in our SIS/OIS community,

these are worries that we need never
face. You are probably aware of the
global conflicts being exposed on the
media every day and you may won-
der, “Why can’t anyone do something
about it?” Being the delegate of Leso-
tho, a tiny African country suffering
from an unfortunate number of disas-
ters, it was particularly frustrating to
see the United Nations not focusing
enough attention on minor countries.
Sitting at the top of the United Na-
tions, there is a working group called
the Security Council which holds
“primary responsibility for the main-

tenance of international peace and
security.” This Council is made up of
representatives from fifteen nations,
and its role is to make the final deci-
sion to whether or not carry out pro-
posals made by the General Assembly.
Along with the birth of the United
Nations in 1945, Security Council was
formed, mainly to settle the aftermath
of WW2, and it still continues to bring
solutions to modern issues. So why,
despite all the talk and concern, adver-
tisements and funds, do third world
issues steadily become worse? Many
believe that this lies in the imbalance
of power within the Security Council;
you see, although the members of this
council periodically rotate, the Great
Five members maintain permanent
seats, and on top of that they wield
veto power, the authority to turn down
any proposal with their single ‘no’
vote. To this day, the G5 remain the
United States, Russia, France, United
Kingdom, and China, who were the
winning allies of the WW?2. It is only
natural to use power to one’s advan-
tage, and these five developed nations
are ensured an enormous amount of it.
However, with the world war long in
our past, and considering the chang-
ing realities of our world, there are
many outcries of its unfairness, and
much attention is focused upon bring-
ing about change in Security Council
membership and its working methods.
Security Council Reformation—at
the MUN it was the African region’
s mission to create a resolution con-



INTERCULTURE M AY

2006 No.105

cerning this topic, and it proved to be
a challenging one. We had to compile
a proposal that would convince the
entire General Assembly; in other
words, suggest a new Security Council
that would allow underdeveloped na-
tions to have a stronger voice within
the global community and at the same
time not destroy the sovereignty of
those nations already in power. In the
end, our resolution failed by a close
vote, but that doesn’t matter. What did
matter was what we all learned from
the experience; I learned to accept that
in an international debate, a universal
agreement is often never even close to
being possible because of the diversity
of each nation’s values and the rights
that we all proudly hold.
Nuclear Inspections, by Akiko Matsumoto
(THAILAND)

Nuclear inspections are vital in

securing world peace. This seemingly
obvious belief does not exist every-
where. Iran, a nation drawing great
suspicion from the world, believes
these inspections are a violation of
rights. It claims it enriches uranium
only to generate electricity. True,
every nation does have the right to
promote nuclear technology. How-
ever, can we really trust Iran’s words?
Why is it necessary for a nation to
block inspections if it’s doing nothing
wrong? MUN students spent hours
considering such questions and still
the answer remains unknown. Readers
of Interculture, please think about it
yourselves as well.
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Benefits of Doing the Course, by Emily
Koyama (NEPAL)

Firstly, from taking this class, the
muscles on my arm have doubled from

the continuous laptop relay within the
class. Apart from that, this course has
benefited me not only as a student, but
also as an individual. My ears are now
always on full alert, trying to take in
news from around the world. I have
gained respect and understanding for
other countries, and am now fully
aware of the existence of different
cultures. MUN has taught me to un-
derstand each conflict, each dispute in
depth, but mostly, has taught me to not
to be biased.
Benefits of Taking the MUN — MUN %@
LTH=HD , by Emmy Reis (JAMAICA)
Through the months of research
and discussion, I came to realize how
I had been neglecting the fact that ev-
erywhere around the globe, arrogance
and corruption takes place instead of
peace and adjustment. Without realiz-
ing it, I developed a strong passion for
the country I was the delegate for, and
further realized during the three days
of MUN, that this was true for every
delegate that was participating. I was
able to see the complexity of diverse
countries trying to make decisions in
unison, and to be a part of this was ex-
citing. There was also a small offering
of sushi at the very end. Overall, the
MUN is a highly enlightening course,
and I believe everybody had some
great fun as well. !
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Human Trafficking, by Kana Yokoyama
(PARAGUAY)

Can you believe that in this world
between 800,000 and 900,000 people
are trafficked across and within bor-
ders each year? Can you believe that
children under your ages are trafficked
and used as child soldiers? At the
MUN, we debated ways to prevent

this worldwide hidious crime. As the
delegate of Paraguay, I remained con-
scious that this crime will never end
because of the poverty going on in the
developing countries. People reading
this Interculture, please note in your
mind, that many people are trafficked
and left without a single right, while
you are living peacefully.
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John Arunski
English

Hello everyone. My name is John Arunski. I am from
Cleveland, Ohio in the United States. Before coming to
SIS, I was a humanities instructor at The Mario Salvadori
School of Architecture and Design in New York City. |
lived in Japan from 1998 to 2002. I have recently returned
to Japan after teaching in New York for 2 years. I am look-
ing forward to a great year here at SIS. In my free time, |
enjoy playing music and golf. Ilove to travel and am look-
ing forward to my trip to Mongolia next year.
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HDA—RASLF L INE, IKEIZT2
DOTTHR, EEICEARLDIRONERE
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VTNV DEFEDORFEEGRE L THEL
70 SENFZEDOFTHRHAZEEL TS
72 12440 3 NDEFE (&1 ) B, %
FERNT SIS TOFAETER, Zhnb
WEHRFTOAIFIZONT, SoKiE
DANCFES TN RFEDO I ND, a—
RAA Y F L T NE TR ST ST
DDNE R THIZNERNET,
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WWAENE L., ik vET, 3 AD
MR F BRI T TURIE, RO
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BrbBRIEBEOA 2 —FaF VAT —
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A 2o THIMNTDHD-TIZWNAARRITFES
’cause, When [ go, [ have to H4k9%
Some people do it frequently
because they are really £
but I don’ do it that often

ETHRANIATHEIDE, ZE2EL TN
H— NELLEIRDDHIEIZDOWNT, AR
FEoOTWAE A TY, —1TH - HARGE
D, FARMIZITIGE IR - T
WET D “have to [ Bl 17 O AR

FEOENE = “BKTD” 23, “they are
really [ JEAT 17 OFEIZ HATEDOEA
Wl CEDT MRASHLTOEY, 2T
X, JEEEDS Matrix Language= “RHAS
BT ThHHEZAIT B AFED Embedded
Language= “HOIAENT-FEE” LL T,
FASNTWDDITTT, 22 REDH
WA ARGEEFFALIZOTLEIN? “H
327 X “ED” LEISEELRFET
EDVIODFIDIR, BHDHVITLEFRIZIT
SIHOLWFIERRWND, EWVIFHEA
DLNTebHVET, ZOREENRFEL
DEEEIRNAEDOLDOTHILL, BED
SHEFEEZDEFE-TNDHEZIATLLE
Vo NAVUTNDNIT, BELZERSE
X2, BV NDOANLDS, BRI
EHIZELHDHDT, ZOHEIZ (£L
TEELMFIZE-TH) &EbSIbLW
SELIBRSIENTEDLEFEZAHTLED,
BT LEIRBIT. —ABELLE
LTHA TRFEOHERELTHILEERT
formulaic language ={FEV AT, “F
D7 X, HEFETHLHIEERTIREY
AT, REVMEFEIEEIC, #
DD TIA—=RAAS T TR -TH
20b RSROLNLELTT,
1-A: DoBH DL

B: Look at (4 i ) She’s changed a lot

27
3-C:IEAER

4-D: She’s so #] & L2 2 £72
5-C:

6_

e~z Ut look at (44 HIT)
B: TV )79 look at her skin! No wrinkles

RIZATHESIDIE, 3 ABHHEDZS
DYITAFHEZR T, HEBWHLTEE
ZLTWDHESTY, 34THETITA:
HARGE— B: 55— C: H RFEEZENE
NB—EDFHFIZOLEO>DFiEEME -
TWET A, 4-61THIXZ, —ADHEF
DI A ARFEEHEEEN W T it Twn
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marker= ZEEOVENEIRETHEIE “L
M7 R CTUIY 3, BARGET, B
RTZVWARZOLDITFFETERBIINT
WET, 2D 5D discourse marker
. ERFE AL TOMEE LR T
W, EBREVOIX, 4TH T
She’s s0™” LWHITEFED AR DIeHNT
AETHIUE, She’ sso [clever] &>
She’s so [cute] 72 EDBAFNNRADEZA
TINZOFEHE TR AR E—FH

MEICRTSHELLC, AR [FIxL
WIMBHRASIELZ, ZLTHI ALY
LEOFEEN trigger = 5IE TR o T,
AEEZLEDDHARFE 2027 f
SET R TR “E2 REDBBITHEE,
BEFEND HARFE~DALF NI -T
WEF, ZAUTHGHZ insertion= i A7E
FTIE7<, triggering= 5E&DIEMA
EZoTNDENZET,

B: T% Sometimes when | read Japanese SCJ#

RONERHENZEDLZ STV IENHDH T
L AAGEIZIE

ENDRAINDINHIRNINBE SN
VEfREMNFHEATTYH

expression

I can’t understand the expression so it
doesn’t come to me

3OOV T Nh, FLBRNLH
HTEobDTY, HKIFELT TRHA
ARFEL BB Lho — NS btk
DBDORESTT, YD “sometimes
when I read Japanese [ 17 DOEFED XL
WZHARGEOBEE “SCHEA” 2NHA
=insertion SN TWET, HARDICEAR
&, paperback [T, REINHLAIL, “IL
JEART 2570755, 22 TIEHL-<HNK
MHTLE), Z0 “SUEA” A3 trigger=
FlE&lroT, Z0HEHARENHE
FT, AEIE MERENFKATTE” O
WRIZHGE expression N TE T, Ziun
trigger £72 > T, WEE~D AL T DL
ZoTWET,
PLERTELIOIT,
1%, insertion=#fA. discourse marker
=REOMNE D E Y, formulaic
language= P FV L A], triggering= 5] X
L\ DT kNSNS T E R AN
BRI TNDZ LNV ET, O
EODBLRIETNG, MHELIOETD
EOFENEFER AL, 5 AL, NAUHY
ALBBROFEET, a—RAASyTF 7
il 2 DBLSPDAFZEL TVD ADY 3 A
HFoT, VEDDT—LEZNTND
BENDGHTTHEVIBENMTONE
T, FEITEDOIH T, SUENRBLEND
DoETHILIT o TOET, KA
DIDA—F =T, ZORFEEFENIET
HEOHRIEEZTVET,

code—switching (Z
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AT EASTZO L7236, HilERA
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T%.L\/I/%AT‘:I IIATREZIRD,
FREOFER RO ELIZ, BEDITIL,
class reps=( F#kf%F ). secretaries= E
E0. school festival reps= F R ZE B .

environment reps= Bl B, newsletter
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2B CHE T RN EV I o7
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@ T ETRSFEAE (9FAE)

5 ways to help middle school students
Mark Avery

1HI7ALE, SR

Firstly, I would like to welcome
two new students into our grade level.
Yukiko Tahara comes to us from
New Jersey and Tsubasa Nakata has
returned to Japan from Indonesia. It
is great to have them at school. We
also welcome Ms. Hirai from the
PE department and Dr. Shinmi from
the science department to our grade
and thank for their help in ensuring a
smooth start to the year.

The overwhelming sense of ex-
citement at the beginning of a new
school year is invigorating and I have
never felt it more than at this school.
In January, we often hear people talk-
ing about New Year resolutions they
have not been able to keep. This may
be because January is not necessarily
the best time to make such promises.
There are too many distractions. When
I arrived in Japan, I was told that
spring symbolized the beginning of a
new year more than New Year itself.
I found this a curious idea then but 14
years later, I also feel like April is the
time to re-evaluate. The beginning
of the new school year is the best op-
portunity for students to assess their
own performance up until now and
find ways to ensure an even stronger
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sense of satisfaction at the end of each
day. Remember advice you received
last trimester and act on it. Remember
aspects of your performance you were
praised for and build on them. I am
pleased to report that I have already
seen evidence of some students’ re-
solve to make this year a positive one.

This trimester we will be busy with
the school festival. The theme this year
is “Wagokoro” which, when loosely
translated, refers to anything that re-
flects the Japanese spirit. This may be
more of a challenge for me, but [ am
looking forward to seeing what the
three classes come up with. As long as
we all work together in a spirit of co-
operation, the school festival will be a
success. Again, we need to remember
to grow from our experience over the
last two years to make the good things
better and avoid past problems.

The beginning of a new school year
can be the start of a journey toward
success if parents, students and teach-
ers work together. I read an article
recently by Dr. Russell Robertson
(Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs
and Associate Professor of Family and
Community Medicine at the Medical
College of Wisconsin) in which he
lists ways the home can help middle
school students get a new school year
off to the best start. He listed 14 ideas.
I chose the five I liked the most.

1. Never stop asking your chil-
dren about their day or what is going
on in their lives - even if they respond
with only a few words or just silence.
Don't get angry if the response is brief.
If it is, ask them to tell you about one
specific element of their day rather
than posing an open-ended question.

2. Share meals together without
TV or music in the background.

3. Create an environment in your
home conducive to the completion
of schoolwork and one that can flex
around school related activities.

4. Make wise media choices with
regard to what you and your family
watch on TV, the movies, and what

you view on the Internet.

5. Have a family-centered enter-
tainment area in your home where all
the media are concentrated.

It will probably be May by the time
you read this so I hope students read-
ing it will reflect on the start they gave
themselves this year and remember
that it’s not too late to change things
that aren’t yet going the way you’d
like them to be. If you haven’t got your
homework diary yet, now might be the
time to get one. If you are inactive in
your classes, now might be the time to
find ways to become more involved. If
you are not really enjoying yourself as
much as you’d like to be, ask yourself
why. If you are already going along
swimmingly, then congratulations and
let’s look forward to a brilliant year in
grade nine.
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APAC Music—Band

Music In Our School
Paul Lindley
Music

I never cease to be amazed at the level of
commitment and talent that is evident among the
music students at OIS/SIS. This is evidenced by
the high level of participation and outstanding
concerts that are given by students in all perfor-
mance ensembles.

Recently I had the opportunity to accompany
sixteen of our top wind and percussion players
as they traveled to Seoul, Korea to participate
in the annual Asian Pacific Activity Conference
Band Festival held at Seoul Foreign School. In
this festival, top music students from all six of
the APAC schools join together in what always
turns out to be a wonderful experience for all
involved. This year was certainly no exception with out-
standing works being performed by the group.

Dr. John Lynch from the University of Kansas endeared
himself to the Asian community and quickly won over the
hearts of the students in order to put together a memorable
performance. Dr. Lynch often commented on the high
quality of the student performers and even volunteered to
come back in the future as a guest conductor. True to form,
the students from OIS/SIS stood out as exceptional musi-
cians and young adults in every way and made a lasting
impression on Dr. Lynch. He spoke very highly of their
talents and attentive manner during rehearsals and was
literally “blown” away by their superior level of musician-
ship.

The finale concert, performed in the Lyso Center for
Performing Arts, was well attended and truly outstanding.
Many students from OIS/SIS took on leadership roles and
played solo parts in the performance. As one of the direc-
tors in the audience, I was highly moved by their perfor-
mance.

Congratulations go out to the following students not
only for their selection into this honor group, but for their
outstanding contributions to the OIS/SIS Music Program:

Mai lida (flute)

Yaya Makino (clarinet)

Yuko Inoue (clarinet)

Midori Hase (clarinet)

Yu Asada (bass clarinet)

Raymond Terhune (alto saxophone)

Yuka Matsubara (tenor saxophone)

Yuki Nobuhara (baritone saxophone)

Akira Moriguchi (trumpet)
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Natsuko Itami (trumpet)
Akiko Matsumoto (trumpet)
Akiko Fukai (horn)

Yukiko Kubo (horn)

Mari Tsugawa (trombone)

Wataru Kameyama (tuba)

Reina Shishikura (percussion)

In closing, I commend the parents, staff and adminis-
tration for supporting these students in all of their many
endeavors both inside and outside the classroom. Kudos to
all of the musicians in the music department. Please mark
your calendar to hear future student performances.

*May 11th — Spring Music Recital at 4:00 in the School
Theater

«June 13th - High School Spring Concert at 6:30 in Mino
City Maple Hall

*June 22nd — Band School Spring Concert at 4:00 in the
School Theater

June 23rd — Orchestra and Choral Spring Concert at 4:00
in the School Theater

‘We hope to see you there!

% APAC &lE

Asia Pacific Activities Conference DIEFR T, KD FERE
ML THET,

< APAC Z/n#z >

A F—Fvari- 27— (ISB: HH), ki
T AV A=) (SAS: HE), TV b A —F
vaF A7 —)v-<w=7 (Brent: 74UE), YU~
A=A —)v (SFS:WE), BT TA4T T H
TI— (CA: =), THEEESRE (SIS/0IS: Kik)
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APAC Theatre

Kelly Welch
Library

Eight SIS and OIS high school students traveled to
Beijing in February to attend the annual APAC Theatre
Festival. More than 60 students from Shanghai American
School, Seoul Foreign School, Brent International School,

Canadian Academy and the International School of Bei-
jing took part in the event. Each school prepared a short
original piece to share with the group, and then took part

S oA
AL DINE
WwWHMmEWFELRBEXE

TS5l

FIATREL LTS T = 0T a—F, F
WHETEME BSR4 16 0 (H) 12

R TR GRS TR L. AR DA 14

LWBINL, 4436 FfEH CAELELE,

< ANH#E>

INFESAEE A 100m 507 Samuel Junqua (O1S4). &

B - 1500m 147 5000m 147 7k & K (SIS12),

1500m 2417 5000m 217 (SIS10) /NEA& , 5000m 347

Raymond Terhune (OIS10)

<fhoZhE >

Jonathan Junqua (OIS6), Kento Baba (OIST7), 77 &

T RHER, REEA., ZAREAK, R EEE,

TR (LLE SIS8), mMAGIE A (SI1S9), F4 1

(SIS10)

A DEETR~I Y wEE 4 VNEH) TEE =) 13,
ELIE/NGAR ) T TR ) Tl BREOLTEIIEEWZLET,

in workshops built around the concept of physical theatre.
Working in groups mixed by school, our students studied
mime, worked with Chinese props, tackled juggling, en-
gaged in stage combat, and were introduced to wushu—
martial arts for performance—by a black belt master. Each
mixed group created an original piece based upon their
workshop experiences to perform on the final evening
of the Festival. This was the first year that we were able
to participate fully in the Festival, and Osaka students
made a very favorable impression all around.
We look forward to next year when APAC
schools come to Osaka for the 2007 Theatre
Festival.
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OIS school exchange program in Bali

Lyn Melville-Rea

OIS ESL, Humanities, CAS

Most international schools have mis-
sion statements similar to ours: Car-
ing, creative, informed individuals
contributing to the global community.
Such high ideals sound good on a web
site or look pretty on the cover of a
school prospectus - but how do we
make them a reality when most of us at
international schools lead such afflu-
ent lives? In this case, understanding
what it means to contribute to the glob-
al community began with developing
friendships between our OIS students
and the students of SMK Payangan, a
rural high school in Bali, Indonesia.

From March 15 — 22, eight stu-
dents, seven teachers from OIS and
nine others (mostly family members)
made their first visit to SMK Payangan
high school — all at their own expense.
In the mornings, we taught English,
Japanese and basic computer skills to
160 students. We were served lunches
prepared and served by the SMK stu-
dents as part of their hospitality train-
ing. In the afternoons, SMK Payangan
students and teachers taught drawing,
dance, Indonesian and how to make
temple offerings from palm leaves and
flowers. Between classes, we played
basketball and badminton together, ate
snacks from the canteen, laughed and
chatted.

As the students were of similar
ages (between 15 and 18) it was easy
for them to form friendships and
gain insight into each other’s per-
sonal lives, values and cultures. Both
groups worked collaboratively and
exchanged valuable skills. OIS stu-
dents and teachers were able to finance
the exchange, while SMK Pyanangan
students shared their rich culture. On
the last night, SMK Payangan School
hosted a farewell dinner. Our art
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work was displayed and we all made
a short speech in Indonesian. The

school principal from SMK Payangan
made an excellent speech, despite his
limited English. Some OIS students
performed two hip hop dances and 8
girls from SMK Payangan treated us to
two Balinese dances in full costume.
It was a truly memorable and touching
experience. Many tears were shed and
countless promises made to keep in
touch.

Garuda Airlines kindly agreed to
subsidize our group’s airfares because
our visit included student exchange
and volunteer work. We stayed at
Alam Sari, a small resort north of
Ubud which practices environmental
responsibility through its solar heat-
ing, waste-water treatment plant, re-
cycling and employment of staff from
the local village. Apart from some
traffic noise, Alam Sari has a friendly,
somewhat exotic, tropical ambience
with an open restaurant, pool, and de-
lightful gardens. http://www.alamsari.
com

OIS administrators were somewhat
hesitant to approve a school trip to

Bali, a region in which some western
countries have placed travel adviso-
ries. (The Japanese government rates
Bali as a 1, on a scale of 1- 4, with 4
being the most dangerous) Before ap-
proval was given, students and parents
had to sign an agreement waiving
any liability against the school if any
misfortune occurred. All students had
to have travel insurance. Fortunately,
because of Bali’s large expatriate and
tourist numbers, modern, western
medical facilities are available. As a
further precautionary measure, we
stayed away from places frequented
by large numbers of western tourists.
Fortunately, from the moment we
arrived, the Balinese were so warm
and friendly that any apprehension
members had was soon dispelled. We
also felt our presence positively sup-
ported the local people who have been
severely affected by the tourism down-
turn.

We endeavored to show our stu-
dents how to be responsible, aware
and eco friendly. This is particularly
necessary for the long-term sustain-
ability of the tourism industry in Bali.
Therefore, on the first morning after
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our arrival, Dewa, an expert on Bali-
nese Hinduism and local culture, met
us at our hotel and lead us on a tradi-
tional village life tour. Dewa explained
everything from how each village
carefully shares its water supply to the
negative impact of introducing pesti-
cides into the rice fields. He explained
to us how families share space in their
homes and many intricate details of
their daily lives, including burial cus-
toms. Students were challenged to
consider the environmental impact of
their own visit. On average, tourists
use ten times more water than locals
and, because of this, water shortages
are expected in Bali within the next
decade. Excessive water use is par-
ticularly evident in the luxury hotels.
Shockingly, five star hotels use 1,500 —
4,000 liters of water per room per day
compared with 80 liters per person per
day in most Balinese households.

Our group was further enlightened
by guest speakers from Mitra Bali Fair
Trade www.mitrabali.com. The speak-
ers gave an evening presentation about
child labor, corruption in Indonesia
and ways we may help to alleviate
poverty. Many souvenirs were pur-
chased through their fair trade store in
Ubud.

On another day, Rucina Ballinger,
an American married to a Balinese
and founder of YKIP (Humanitarian

Foundation for Mother Earth) gave
an informative breakfast presenta-

tion. She talked about
the need to eradicate
poverty through educa-
tion. She is a founding
member of the Kembali
project. Through this
NGO you can sponsor
a child’s education. US
$150 dollars a year will
cover expenses for a
child’s primary school
education and an an-
nual donation of US
$220 dollars will cover expenses for a
junior high school student www.ykip.
org/kembali.asp. Rucina challenged us
by saying, ‘Social consciousness is not
a choice, but a necessity.’

The students were also physically
challenged — climbing Mt. Batur, an
active volcano, with the local guides
and white water rafting down the fa-
mous Ayung River with Sobek, a com-
pany which encourages environmental
responsibility right down to using
palm leaves for cups and plates.

OIS students and teachers who
joined this trip are now considering
ways to support their new friends in
Payangan. They are planning fund-
raising activities for specific projects
such as increasing SMK Payangan’
s power supply, getting an internet
connection or sponsoring financially-
struggling students through high
school. SMK Payangan is a private,
non-profit high school seeking to offer

education at less cost

ﬁ" than Indonesian public
schools. School fees
at SMK Payangan are
about US $6 dollars a
month. Full-time teach-
ers’ salaries average
about US $70 a month,
but the school depends
mainly on part-time
teachers. While school
fees of US $6 a month
may seem unbelievably

cheap to us, more than half of Bali’s

rural teenagers cannot afford to con-
tinue their education past junior high
school. With only minimal education,
these students cannot escape their pov-
erty.

Now that we are back in Japan, we
look at our own school facilities with
more appreciation and with increased
awareness of our responsibility to help
those who are financially less fortu-
nate than ourselves. Our Payangan Ed-
ucation Project (PEP) is in its infancy,
but we’re all very excited to know that
100% of our fund-raising will go di-
rectly to our new friends in Payangan.
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© ( #if B ) The OIS PTA and SIS PA
therefore have enormous capacity to
complement each other, creating a
productive team capable or running a
wide variety of events and activities.
The result of the 2005 International Fair
shows what can be achieved when the two
parent bodies work in synergy, utilize
each other’ s strengths, and bring out
the very best qualities from both schools.
(W) (A% —HF =27 No.104
=X M a B NG K05

(Prudence Kellett International Fair
Committee OIS Head & OIS PTA
President)
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1. ZOoDFBRIT—KTHD (Two
Schools Together ) 2. #&x J7OARHR
(Exchange of Ideas) 3. 3CAk o H i
(Understanding of Cultures ) =« ++Hx-o
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(BEEmEmPED SISPA 2FK)
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% Hospitality Committee

Hospitality Committee Ti%, FZ « &
Zrar—h, ASP TOT 44— —E X,
AR =V HFFAG R APAC TOTF
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0IS PTA Fund Raising [2DWLT

TR EBEERE O R U O Iz 5 SIS
L OIS T, ez, BloMmkd
SIS IX PACIRFEE 2 ). OISIL PTA &\
2T, VAT EARRLRDZZERNAN
AHVET, T EHORHDL” LMHZ
LItkoT, BEWERHML, Hol
BRMBEIT DO TIIRNTLEID, (SIS
DORFHEE DS AT OIS PTA IZ2W T
HOHI>TELVY & OIS PTA 2 ENMD
Ay —UHTAXELZ, SOICHKRE
FOBIEZRD DO, TOBHH
FFEW, (1 : Fund Raising =& 44
HORE)

Why do we need fund raising events
(and volunteer help) and how does the
OIS PTA use these funds?

In line with our PTA By-Laws, OIS
PTA funds are raised in order to “ad-
vance the education of the students at
the school by providing funding and
assisting in special projects for educa-
tion at the school not normally pro-
vided through the school budget.”

All activities arranged and managed
by the PTA have a fund raising objec-
tive and / or an objective to foster ex-
change and communication between
parents and teachers of both schools.
Unlike SIS which utilizes a system
whereby all parents pay a compulsory
PA (Parent Association) fee of \10,000
per year, the OIS PTA (Parent Teacher
Association) relies on fund raising ac-
tivities.

Until last year, the OIS PTA relied
heavily upon International Fair rev-
enue for funds. This was a sum of
money agreed to by former OIS PTA
and SIS PA committees - both the OIS
PTA and SIS PA received an equal
amount of \700,000 each.

Last year a joint decision was made
by the Heads of both schools, in col-
laboration with the Joint International
Fair Committee, to channel all fair
proceeds towards a specific project
that would be of mutual benefit to
students of both OIS and SIS. This
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approach replaced the previous sys-
tem of dividing fair revenue between
the two schools. This decision was
made in order to motivate all parents
from both schools to participate and
contribute. Last year’s fair resulted
in a heightened spirit of goodwill and
a strengthening of relations between
our two schools. Fair revenue is being
used to repair and purchase instru-
ments for the music department and to
purchase a trophy cabinet for the PE
department.

Without International Fair revenue,
the OIS PTA needs to carry out regular
fund raising activities in order to raise
funds required for its activities and
special school projects. It is critical
for the success of these activities that
parents and teachers volunteer their
time when requested.

Since January this year we have used
\230,735 from accumulated PTA funds
for the following :

-APAC Choir Uniforms;

-Entertainer at Pot Luck Lunch;
-Freedom from Chemical Dependency
(FCD) Group Student Seminars to
educate students about the dangers of
drug use;

-Visit by Head of Music from Seoul
International School who was working
as an artist in residence, conducting
the orchestra and helping them prepare
for APAC;

-Visiting Illustrator who gave pre-
sentations to elementary and middle
school?? students.

The OIS PTA has already raised
\160,222 since January this year
through the following fundraising
events - Korean Furniture sale, Korean
cooking class, APAC bagel sale, and
on-going bagel sales to teachers on a
biweekly basis. Other planned fund
raising activities for the new term in-
clude a wine tasting event at an Indian
restaurant on April 15th (wine sales),
sale of school sweatshirts, and sale of
school t-shirts.

I look forward to the activities we have
planned (and those we are still plan-

ning) for the remainder of the year and I
trust the OIS PTA will be supported by
the parents and teachers of both schools
and everyone volunteers their time gen-
erously. Successful fund raising and
activities ultimately benefit the school
community and our students.( Prudence
Kellett OISPTA President)
(FR) OIS PTA IZ#\ T Fund Raising ("
FUT AT DEED) BEDIIRBEIRT
MBI DD> X BB Fund i3 OIS
PTA CEDINEHT DD 2
OIS PTA @ Fund Raising 1%, PTA #HAIZ
HIY “@HEOFRO TR TIIINN—3N
7RUWVEEBIZR Projects 1256 TE 41284
HTEITED, AEEOFRERIZSLIC
FEM EIEDIE T A HELTOWET,
PTA & - TAf], HEESNDHETOIT
#I21%, Fund Raising # A ET 2856
Lo LIS TME O ZI B LBl B
EEIEDDLDERHVET,
SIS PA(Parent association) DJFE)S SIS
DEREE WO LFEMITHOXEIC
Lo THFEEINTWADOLIFRZY, OIS
PTA(Parent Teacher Association) I% Fund
Raising 1§82 LD & S ITKFEL TOET,
—WEFEETIE, OISPTA IZA ¥ —F =
FNT =T OISR AIZ R AIK LT
WELTZ, 2 EEo OIS PTA & SIS
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EFNEN—FIZT0 THFTOZTHR-T
WELTZ,
REAEIL, Ao ¥ —FaF 7T DI
&% OIS » SIS W DAEFED T2
Repll 7oy = M —fELCTIEH 3562
Z, WO R WS R Tk
A B—FaF VT =T EEEILEST
RELEL, —HEEETONLGEEE OIS
PTA & SIS PA il Torlid 4% 07 U o>
TZOHMGFREZBEATDHIEITED, Wk
DT R TOFOFEMBAY 2B NN & EBRANE
FLRDIEE MR LELTL, WEOT T
TR OBEBRERED, RO EE ST
LM TEEL, MEEDIE AT T EE
DEZRDERELIE A, ZLTPEBORm
74— RBIRF YUY MIFETONET,
A HE—F a7 =T b0 OIS PTA
~DOUEE AN le o127z, OIS PTA
1 M OITRL AL TORR R T m Y =
BB 57-912, Fund Raising #Ff
FHATOMBENHVES, ZLTINHDAT
FERDSEDL-DIE, BEHBORT
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