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Trip to Yakushima —— July 18-26
Kosski Kobayashi
SIS Gr.10

Duringthissummer breskinmid duly, 15
students of the science club with Shinmi-
sensei and one geophysicist (who
happened to be my father, JoeKirschvink),
went to theidand of Y aku and camped at
the cottage owned by Mr.Shimomura,
business manager, for 7days.

Wetook a10 hour red-eyetrip on abus
from Senri-chuo to Kagoshimaand aferry
fromthereto our destination™Y akushimd'.
Our trip departed at 22:00 in July 18 and
ariveda 15:00inJuly 19. Overdl,ittook 18
hourstotd to get therel!

Since the cottage was located in the
middle of amountain, we had to drive 15
minutes to the nearest supermarket to buy
food and drinks. We decided to taketurns
for cooking everyday so, thefirst thing we
did wasto split usinto 3 cooking groups.
Each of uswasresponsblefor at least three
menus and the amount we needed to cook
for aday.

The next day, we went to hike up the
mountainsto see the Johmon-Sugi, which
isknown astheoldest Y aku cedar in Japan.
It took us nearly 5 hours of walkinginthe
mountains to reach the ceder of Johmon.
Althoughthehikewasredly tuff, weforgot
that we weretired whenwe saw thetree. It
was nothing compared to a photograph
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takenby acamera Weweredl stunned by
itssize, greatness and dignity.

After thet, we went to ahot spring near
the ocean. | felt that this was originally
open to both men and women, because the
bath was separated only by asmall wooden
wall between the men and women. When
wefirg got there, wedl shouted, ™Y uck!!"
becauseof thesmdl of sulfur. Aswegatin,
we eventually got used to itssmell. We
went there almost every night; saw
thousands of stars which we were never
able to see in Osaka. They were so
beautiful. We chatted to local peopleand
after thet, we enjoyed shaved ice.

The next day, we woke up latein the
morning. We went to a place called
"Kurio". Weswamand chdlengedtofish,
but wehad noluck in catching afish, except
one person who caught ababy fish which
wasnot egtable.  Later welearned thet we
had to go fishing when the tide was high,
whichmeant that wehadtowakeupearly in
the morning, otherwise the fish aren't
hungry. Wegaveup andingeed, weswvam
and aeshavedice.

Themain god of thistrip wasto study
Mathematics and Science. We were
supposed to study these subjects
intensively during our free time.
Unfortunately, cooking, dish washing,
cleaning the garbage, and fighting with
cockroaches and huge spiders took most
of our time, But, wedidlearnalot of science

about theidand of Yaku.

Onthe22nd, welearned Geology about
Y akushimafrom my father. Hetook usto
geologically interesting places with the
help of the geologica map of Y akushima.
Yakushimaiscdleda"Pluton”, whichwas
oncethebottom of alargevolcano that was
filledwith magma Themoltingrocksinthe
magma chamber are caled "granite” and
arelighter than the sesfloor rock. Whenitis
lighter, it floatsup likeabubble; thisiswhy
Y akushimabecameround and high. After
my father explained us the formation of
Y akushima, he asked us how to caculate
the thickness of Y akushima, using the
dengty of graniteand iron. Everyonewas
confused. Later wewent totheY akushima
museum and saw an article about how
Y akushima was formed in Japanese and
everyone understood at once. | thought it
was funny becauseit took him 30minutes
to explain uswhat a"Pluton” was, but it
took only a minute for the museum to
explan.

Astherewas neither atelevison nor a
radio in our cottage, we didn't know that a
huge typhoon was approaching us until
the local people told us about it. On the
23th, we decided to head back to
Kagoshimaone day early, to avoid being
sranded in Y akushima. Incidentaly, the
ferry boat back to Kagoshimafor the next
day was scheduled to be cancdled. Since
we couldn't change the bus back to Osaka,

we had to spend aday at Kagoshima. We
ate at a famous Ramen restaurant that
night, and stayed at areasonable business
hotdl. Thenext day, onthe 25th, wetook a
mini-bustour to seethecity of Sakurgima
for 1300 yen per person. After that, wetook
a Kagoshima City View bus tour, but
unfortunately, thistour was so boring that
half of the peopledept inthebus However,
wedlill had sometimeleft. Wewent to the
"lo World Aquarium" to see the whales
and dolphins, That wasfun.

The bus left the downtown of
Kagoshima, Tenmonkan, & 8:00 PM, and
thiswasour last 10 hour red-eyetrip. This
time, we dept pleasantly through the way,
mostly because we were exhausted. We
got back to Senri-chuo at 6:00 am in the
followingmorning.

The trip to Yakushima was an
unbelievable experience for us, 10th
graders and 7th graders. Seeing the oldest
cedar, watching the million gars, fishing a
the ocean, living in a totally rural
countryside, cooking, and fighting with
spiders and cockroaches and sudying the
Geology of the Island of Yaku was
something we couldn't experience in a
normd schoal life.

We all would like to thank Mr.
Shimomurawho offered us his cottage to
let us stay, our great chemistry teacher
Shinmi-sensal and my father who guided
usto makethetrip successful. Findly, |
would liketo thank to Mr.Takemaru Hira,
who is a graduate student at the
Department of Earth and Planetary Science
in University of Tokyo for providing usa
geological map, and Prof. Ryo Anma at
University of Tukuba for providing us
geologicdl references.

Anma, R. and Sokoutis, D., 1997:
Experiments on pluton shapes and tracks
above subduction zones. in granite: from
segregation of melt toemplacement fabrics,
J. L. Bouchez, D. Hutton and W. E.
Stephens (eds.), Kluwer Academic
Publishers Dordrecht, p. 319-334
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My Memorable Summer Camp

Héllo, my nameisWataru Shimizu. | am
atenth grader a Senri International Schoal.
On Augug 12th, my memorableeight days
a an English summer camp called the
PacificRimInternationd Camp(P.R.1.C)hes
started in Nagano. Because it was an
Englishcamp, | will try towritethisreportin
my best English.

The first day of P.R.I.C. camp was
surprising. The campers were al boys. |
thought this camp was for boys and girls,
however it was not. Only boys were
dlowed to attend thiscamp. | did not know
until I met Japanese campers and when |
heard about it. It waslike a culture shock.
Imagine there are only same sex people
surrounding you. It makes you shocked.

| was fedling shocked dl that day. My
shock was big. However when | saw
CampersFrom Abroad (CFA) thenext day,
my shock diminished. | reminded mysdlf
why | cameto P.R.I.C camp. | cametothe
camp to learn English and make lots of
friends from foreign countries. From that
point, finaly my camp started.

It was redlly hard and fun to talk with
other people in English. Because most
Campers From Jepan (CFJ) were not good
at English, we tried really hard to
communicatewith CFA. We used English
al the time even when we talked with
Japanese campers so that CFA could
understand what we were talking about.
Thiseffortimproved our Englishlevd.

After | redlized what | should do &t this
camp, thesix dayspassed redly fast. Every
day was exciting and | redlly enjoyed the
camp, 0 thelast day camequickly.

Thelast day's Camper's Fire event was
themost memorableeventfor me. All of the
campers needed to decidewhat they would
do at the campfire. We chose to do two
games and three skits. Each skit had one
song that had arelationship to it. And a
|ast we decided to state our impressions
onea atime. It wasthe last event so the
campersthank the staff and counselors. At
the event, | became one of three
representatives at the camp fire. Most of

my jobwasinterpreting. This
was a great experience for
me. It was really hard to
translate Japanese to
English, or English to
Japanesebut | did my best.

The Camper's fire time
came. The camperscamein
with torches and the
campfirestarted.

At the beginning we
sang the PRIC song. This E
was the song of Pacific Rim International
Camp. It wasthe song everyonememorized
90 this song was suitable for the opening. |
counted five and everyone sang.

After we sang the PRIC song, the skits
darted. | liked dl theskitsand themessages
but my favorite one was the first skit,
becauseit had the best message. The story
was about two boys who wererivals and
they both wanted to be number one at
everything. One day, they had a canoe
race. Boy A waswinning, but before he
passed thegod hefell out of the canoeand
nearly drowned. Boy B saw that and helped
Boy A. This made a great friendship and
they knew themost important thingisto be
yourself, be the only one. After the skit
finished we sang "SEKAI NI
HITOTUDAKE NO HANA". Thisisthe
song that has the message, "No Need to
Struggle to Be Number One. Just Be
Y oursdlf, Bethe Only One."

Thelast event of Camper's Fire came.
Everyone said thanks to the staff and
dated their impressons one by one. Some
people spoke Japanese, however most
people tried to do it in English. They
showed how much their Englishat P.R.I.C
camp had improved. Everyone looked
braver than before they cameto the camp.

While | sat there respecting other
people's growth, my turn cameto spesk. |
was not thinking about what to say, so |
just said what | felt at that time honestly.
First | spoke in Japanese and after that |
tried in English. | spokeasloud as| could.

| =ad,"Atfirg PR.I.C. gavemeaculture
shock. Therewereno girl camperssol was
redly depressad on thefirgt day. However,
dfter | redizedwhy | canehere, everything

¥ &

became fun. | came hereto study English
and have grest experiences. | will never
forget what | learned from the camp. | met
lots of my new friends at the camp. | will
never forget them. They aremy friendsfor
therest of my life. | redly thank the taff,
counseglors and campers who made the
camp really fun. Thank you for
everything."

To finish the camp with everyonein a
good mood we all sang a song called
"Leaving on aJet Plane'. The song lyrics
fitted the Stuation. We hugged each other
at last and the Camper's Fire finished
wonderfully. I did not cry, but somepeople
were crying. When | saw those people |
gained confidencein heading events. | also
understood how much the staff and
counsdorsworked et thiscamp.

I will never forget about P.R.I.C. | will
never forget theexperiencesfromthecamp.
| will never forget what | learned at the
camp. And | will never ever forget the
friends| made at this camp. The campers,
staff and counselors are dl friends now.
There are no more cultura problemswith
us. Maybe some people think they still
havesome. Of course, wedl havedifferent
living styles, cultures, thoughts. However,
| think those things can be solved by
people's enthusiasm. Cultural problems
diminish by our enthusiasm for wanting to
be friends with each other. This camp
taught me that.

| redlly appreciate to the teachers and
the campers who supported me and the
gaff who coordinated the program. | had a
wonderfultime.
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Catherine Brown (English)

| am an ESL teacher. | first started
teaching in the UK and since then | have
workedin Spain, Uganda, China, Jgpanand
Audrdia | haveworkedin SISbeforeand
itisvery exciting to be back here after four
yearsaway. It'sgreattoseetheYear 11and
year 12 studentsthat | have taught before
and to meet other sudentsfor thefirg time.
| took an honours degree in English
Literatureat Warwick University inthe UK
and completed a Diplomain Teaching a
Leicester Univerdity. | haveaMA from
Sheffield University and completed my
thesis on "Images of Japan in
Contemporary Western Fiction."

0
Leanne Stephen (Art)

| have been teaching Visud Artsfor 24
years. My most recent experience wasin
Sydney Australia where | taught at a
bilingua Greek schoal. | have a Graduate
degreefrom New South WaesUniversty,
College of Fine Arts and a Mastersin
Curriculum and Teaching from Michigan
Sate Univerdty, USA. | am excited about
my return to Japan and look forward to my
involvement in school life at Osaka
Internationa School.

0
Barbara Bertram (Art)

After avaried ten yearsof teaching both
Fine Art and Design Technology in the
USA and Europe, | am pleased to makea
homehereat thistime. | am happy to share
my experienceasteacher andworking artist
with the exuberant students at OIS while
also exploring the art and architecture of
Japan that have away's captivated me.

| havelived in the sunning foothills of
the Rocky Mountains where | graduated
from the University of Colorado with a
BFA. Soon followed by graduate work at
Colorado State University in Technology
Education where | earned my teaching
credentialsin both VVocational Education
and Art Education.

Prior to teaching | built houses, made
wooden toys and furniture, marketed art,

18

ran a graphics design
business, and created
traditional crafts and
paintings. | bring this
diverse background into
the classroom for students
to express their creative
ideas while also learning

[ ¥ S

about the business of art. 2 ja] > T Paul Lindley, Barbara Bertram, Catherine
u Brown, Fi%Y Leanne Stephen, ® Fit, W Bl DHELLEL

Paul Lindley (Music)

My name is Paul Lindley and | am
currently one of severd new teachersto
Japan thisyear. My wife who teachesin
OISand | are hgppy to beliving heresince
Japan is one of the areas of the world that
we havedwayswantedtovist. Also, asa
music teacher, | find Japan to beone of the
richest cultura centersof theworld. | have
aBachdor of Mus ¢ Education degreeand
an advanced degree in Instrumental
Conducting from West Texas A&M
Universty inthe United States. Again, let
methank youfor dl of thehelp many of you
have offered in helping meand my wifeto
tleinto our new homein Osska

O
Kelly Welch {(Librarian)

| come to Osaka
most recently from
teachingin Duba with
my husband, Tony
Walker (OIS MS
mathematics), and |l am
very happy to be
workingintheSISIOIS
library. We havelived and taught oversess
for severd years, but we are especialy
pleasad to have secured positions herein
Jgpan. Although | am now alibrarian, my
education experience began with
classroom teaching. Later | becamean ES
technology teacher, and later ill | added
thelibrary to my list. Working here with
Aoyamasensai and the wonderful library
g&ff issureto bearewarding experience.

O
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TinaFlipo(English)
RonadSetz(English)
AmyLindey (English,ESL)
GillianStevens(Elementary)
Anthony Waker (Mathematics)
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LynMéelvilleRea

Community Service Coordinator at OIS

During the 2005 summer vacation, some Ol S parents donated
money, time and teaching materialsto Payangan High School in
Bdi. Itishoped thet our two schools can work together morein
thefuture. Bdiisaculturdly-rich, lush, tourist paradise.

Itisadso hometo 3 - 4 million people who earn an average of
7,000 yen amonth, and are caught in acycle of poverty, without
accessto medicd care or educeation.

b

SISF donates 150,000 yen to Payangan High School .Some of the
money donated by SISF parents will be spent on repairing and

tiling the toilet facilities.

How many students are there?
Thereare gpproximately 250 students, 50 per class.
Why don’'t the students go to the government schools?
The government schools charge students about 700 yen a
month for tuition. Payangan high school isanon-profit, private
schoal trying to make education affordable to the less affluent.
The parents pay 400 yen amonth for tuition.

What could we do to work with Payangan High School?

Even at 400 yen a month, more than half the children in
Payangan area cannot afford to go to high schoal. If we believe
that education isaway to help people escape from poverty, then
we could develop asponsorship program. One schooal lunch for
uswould alow achild to go to school for amonth.

I i

What are some other ways
we could help?

The students at Payangan
High School are undertaking
vocationd training for work in
thetourismindustry. They are
keen to learn English and
Japanese. With the recent
donationfrom SIS, they now have 2 CD playersand dass setsof
5 textbooksto study English. It would be greet to have you work
with the students on these materias or to develop a course to
study Japanese.

Can SISF students go to Bali?

Yes OlSisdevdopingaonewesk exchangeprogramfor SISF
high school students. The students at Payangan High School
would organize activities such as Indonesian language, wood
caving, painting, Balinesedance, mountain climbing, and white
water rafting. SISF studentswould offer English, Japanese and
computer lessonsin exchange.

For more information, please contact Lyn Melville-Rea,
community servicecoordinator a OIS,

(AT~ — 2 DfFEE)
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12 S Sstudentspass|B Englishexams

PeterHeimer
QIS IB Coordinator, Engish
Some S Ssudentsand parentsmay not
know about the academic course of study
followed in grades 11 and 12 a OIS, The
OIS curriculum in thesefind two yearsis
cdled the International Baccaaureste (1B)
Diploma Programme. The Diploma
Programme (DP) is an internationd pre-
university course of study that leads to
examinations. It is designed for highly
moativated sudentsaged 16to 19inthefind
two years of high school. The DP
curriculum is designed with the aim of
deve oping in sudentsthe ability to reason
for themselves rather than merely
accumulate facts. It provides a thorough
educationin abroad range of subject aress.
It aims to enhance awareness of our
common humanity, to encourage a sense
of social responsibility, and to prepare
students for higher education. It allows
sudents the freedom to pursue their own
needs and interestsin a properly balanced
education. In short, it is both a structured
programme that offers a strong general
education and a flexible programme that
acknowledges the particular interests of
individud students.

There are more than 1300 1B world
schoolsin over 115 countries. In the IB
AsaPaiific (IBAP) region, thereareabout
120 schools offering the IB diploma
programme (IBDP). In Japan and South
Korea, therearedeven schoalsoffering the
IBDP, al of which are members of the
Association of 1B Schools in Japan and
Korea (AIBSXK). OlSisthefirst schoal in
Japan to offer al three IB programmes:
Primary Y ears Programme (PY P), Middle
Y ears Programme (MY P) and Diploma
Programme (DP). This is an important
diginctionfor OIS.

Some SIS students and parents (and
teachers) may not redlizethat SIS students
have achanceto study part of the IBDP. It
is an exciting opportunity that very few
students in Japan have. In fact, in May
2000, eight SIS students became the first
students at a Mombusho-recognized
school inJgpantotakean | BDPexamwhen
they sat for the English A2 exams. Those
pioneer students, if youd like abit of SIS
history, were Chie Ebara, Kanako
Kobayashi, Ai Kawano, Hiroyuki Ota,
Masako Ota, Reiko Takada, Ken Masuda

and Satoshi Y amaguchi. Since then, over
40 other SIS students have taken IBDP
exans

The SISIB tradition continued thisyear
in May when twelve more SIS students
took IB English examinations. Two
students—Fumi Y oshida and Mai
Takahara—took theEnglishA2exams, and
ten students—Ha'Y on Che, Ayaka Cooke,
SaayaFuchiguchi, Y okoKamino, Rinaleg,
YayaMakino, Y uMatsuoka, Saori Nishida,
Y uki Sogebeand Asuka Tanabe—took the
English B exams. All were successful in
theirexams

The English A2 and English B students
studied in their 1B courses for three
trimesterswithMr. Heimer andMr. Ray. Al
worked very hard and havereceived highly
coveted IB certificates. Congratulationsto
these SISIB students.

For more information about the IBDP,
please contact Peter Heimer, OIS IB
Coordinator, a pheimer@senri.ed.jp, or
vigt the IBDP page on the school website
at http://www.senri.ed.jp/OlS/IBDP/
index.htm, or vist thel BO publicwebgtea
www.ibo.org.
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Working closely together with the OIS
FrancesNamba

10-3 HR Teacher, English

Itwasnicetowe comeeveryoneback to
schoal after the long vacation and to hear
about your exciting summer adventures!
Since September, grade 10 hasfdt alittle
empty as we were the only grade not to
have any new students join us after the
summer. Inaddition, afew membershave
left us either to study abroad for ayear or
trandferred to a different school. Wewish
Saori Shiokawa, Daiki Iguchi, Genta
Oozono, Katsuto Kuroda, LisaKurner and
Yuri Nishiedl wel intheir new schoolsin
the year aheed.

Although our numbers have dwindled,
some of the emptiness has been filled by
working closely together with the OIS
grade 10. Studentsin both schools made a
conscious decision to make an effort to
work together more efficiently than inthe
past and it has been encouraging to see
you discussing al the important issues
regarding sports day together. Watching
you together and seeing you all
communicating in English and Japanese
and trying so hard to make sure that
everyone feels included has been heart-
warming. Thisis what our schoal is all
about and | fed it has been an important
learning experiencefor you dl. Well done
grade 10 studentd
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07 Ametani  Hideaki M

07 Nosaka  Yuki F

07 Hayashi  Chisato F OIS

07 Watanabe Hana F OIS

08 Nien Jia-Jen F

08 Nitta Sachie F

08 Yamanaka Koki M

08 Doi Kaya F

09 Tanimoto Mayuri F

11 Bessho  Yui F

11 Tsuji Risa F

11 Tamaru  Masakazu M

11 Nishio Tatsuya M

12 Takeshima Chie F

12 Tsunoda Maria F

12 Yoshida  Seiko F

12 Hara Kotaro M
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Fall Term 2005

Winter Term 2005-6

Spring Term 2006

Monday, October 31st - Friday, November 4th - Genkan Concert Series
November 16th - 20th - APAC Orchestra - Beijing and APAC Choair - Manila

December 1st -3rd - All School Production - Y uzuru and Brundibar

Thursday, December 8th - OIS Elementary Winter Concert

Tuesday, December 13th - HS Holiday Concert (WE; SS; Choir) Maple Hall 6:30 PM
Thursday, February 2nd - Winter Music Student Recital, 4:00PM

Thursday, February 16th & Friday, 17th - MS/HS Winter Concerts

February 22nd - 26th - APAC Band - Seoul

Saturday, March 4th - SISHS Graduation

Wednesday, April 5th - SIS Entrance Ceremony (MS Performance Band)
Thursday, May 11th - Spring Music Recital, 4:00PM

Tuesday, June 13th - HS Spring Concert, Maple Hall, 6:30 PM

Thursday, June 22nd & Friday, 23rd - MSHS Spring Concerts, 4:00PM
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e Individually Creating a Col-
lective Excellence

Greggory Navitskyd OO

Art

We are collectively part of an im-
mense spiritual and physical energy
that continually moves along the
division of the past and the future.
All our decisions and actions are
simultaneously and jointly altering
the present moment and creating a
new direction for the future. While
nothing remains untouched or un-
changed it also seems that nothing
is completely lost forever either.
Each person is truly unique with
their own strengths, talents and
experiences, but fundamentally 1
believe we each share a common thread.

Young people have rewarding chal-
lenges that they must overcome to
find out who they are as well as their
inherent strengths and talents. The
greater their quest to discover them-
selves the richer their experiences
will be. Here at OIS and SIS our
students have a caring and support-
ive environment in which to confront
some of these challenges. I feel by
having such positive cultural, spiri-
tual and ideological diversity, we
are helping our students gain a posi-
tive image of the global community
and this can help foster a healthier
and more compassionate identity of
self and others.

With great thanks to the Senri In-
ternational Foundation and its
founders we have witnessed a noble
educational vision take root, and
together the students, parents,
teachers, administrators and the
greater community have made it flour-
ish. Here at OIS and SIS, wanting to
create a model school for Japan and
the world, the Senri International
Foundation created our schools with
the concept of “ togetherness” . Our
students have witnessed firsthand the
cohesiveness and the benefits of

36

people with different traditions,
languages, customs and beliefs work-
ing together for the collective suc-
cess and happiness of our students.
Now that the schools are 15 years old
and hundreds of students have suc-
cessfully passed through our sys-
tem, we see how these students have
utilized these ideas and experiences.
Our students will all eventually
continue their education or work
throughout Japan and the world. As
they are faced with new challenges
and situations, they will often look
back at their years spent at OIS and
SIS to help guide their decision
making.

Opening our doors as an educational
institute comes with a great respon-
sibility. We each are individually
responsible for creating a collec-
tive excellence. We live in a world
soaked in poverty, war, oppression,
discrimination, greed and ignorance.
I feel that if we are to truly be a
model school for Japan and the world
we must continue to build upon our
founding vision and continue to move
forward. To help counteract the ills
of our time we must further and more
openly embrace equality, caring,
communal cohesiveness, compassion,
charity, and zero tolerance of vio-
lence. Through these endeavors our
students will still achieve academic
excellence while further broadening
their sense and understanding of
“ togetherness” .

I feel people’ s true greatness lies
in their ability to reflect and to
speculate. This allows us to con-
tinually maintain the present state
and prepare for the future. The ethi-
cal decisions and actions that we
implement will be what our students
will take and build upon tomorrow. A
better future is obtainable, but we
must first make a better today.
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