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The Foundation Purpose
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The Senri International Schools were founded
to bring together, for the benefit of re-
turnee, national, and international resi-
dents of the Kansai region, the best of
Japanese and non-Japanese educational ideas,
systems, and techniques into two schools
which share a building, programs, curricula,
philosophies, experiences, and dreams.
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O OTwo Schools Together

O We believe that it is important for the
two schools to continually explore ways to
come together, because this brings great
benefit to our students.

O We believe that the closeness of the schools
is so important that it is the central part
of our vision.
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O OExchange of ldeas

0O O We believe that our schools should be a
place where ideas, particularly educational

ideas, are freely exchanged among faculty,
parents, and students.

0 O We believe the diversity of experiences
of our faculty, parents, and students should
be celebrated and the free exchange of ideas
will enhance this celebration.
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0 OUnderstanding of Cultures

O OWe believe that our schools should be
deeply involved in the culture of our host
country in study, appreciation, and under-
standing.

O OWe believe that our schools should be
involved with the relationship between the
culture of Japan and the surrounding cul-
tures of Asia and the rest of the world.

0 O We believe that since our community is
composed of so many cultures, our schools
should be a place where intercultural un-
derstanding is modeled, studied, and cel-
ebrated.
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O OLearning

O OWe believe that the special nature of
our schools should encourage students to be
well-rounded, individualistic, responsible
thinkers and doers, and this is why we be-
lieve our programs should be full of choices,

special programs, and innovative structures.
O OWe believe that one of the key respon-
sibilities of our schools is to encourage
students to learn how to learn and to carry
this kid of learning into adulthood.
ooooooo
0000o00ooooDoooooooooo
00o0Dooooooooooooooooon
pgoooooobobooooboodod
O O Common Ground

0 O We believe that our schools should rep-
resent a common ground between Japanese and
non-Japanese ideas, practices, beliefs, and
traditions.
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0 OModel

O O We believe that our schools should ex-
ist as a model for others.

0 OWe believe that one of our goals is to
demonstrate new ideas, practices, techniques,
and system to other schools around Japan and
the world.
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Good-bye Message

William Marocco
Music

Coming to Jgpantowork a OlS/SISin
1993 wasared adventure. After working
with bandsin Texasfor twenty-eight years
we looked forward to something different
andthatiswhat weredized oncewedarted
work here. Wenever dreamedwewouldbe
herefor 12 yearsthinking perhapstwo to
three years at the most. But asthemusic
program improved it became increasingly
gpparent that thiswould be agood placeto
stay. During thistime in Japan we have
made many friends and certainly widened
our scope. We now know, not only many
people herein Japan but dso many friends
al over theworld. Thetwo sonsthat we
brought with us, Andrew and Daniel
congder Japan home. They love Japan!
Wewill be sad to leave Jepan but will have
many fond memories. Wehaveahomein
Texas, so that is where we plan to go.
Pleasefed freeto contact usif youwill be
coming to the Ddlag/Fort Worth area
Wewould loveto show you around. Our
best wishesgo al of the students, parents,
andfaculty of the OlS'SIS community.

Mary Pfeiffer
English

Some of you in the SIS community
know this news dready: At the end of
springtrimester, | amleaving SIStoteach 1B
English and direct the Writing Center at
EscolaGraduadade Seo Paulo (The Graded
School), an internationa school in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Although living in different
countries and teaching in different
international schools is the life | have
chosen, agood-byeisdill difficult. SIShas
been my homefor eight wonderful years, a
significant chunk of my life. Teaching here
with such nice students and terrific
colleagues has made me a better teacher
and person. | will dwaysrecdl my timehere
with gratitude and fondness.

| am certain | will degply missSISand
Osaka because when my husband Josh
Berg (OISEnglishteacher) and | left Osska
in 1997 and moved to Kenya, | thought
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about this school and Japan nearly every
day. We loved East Africa, but we
reminisced so much about our lives and
friendshere, that threeyearslaer, wegladly
returned. Last March, when my homeroom
students graduated, they asked me, "Will
you ever returnto Japan?' Yes, | definitdy
will returntovisit. Japanispart of my heart,
partof whol am.

When you come back to school in
August | will havedready begunanew job
andanew language (Portuguese!), inanew
metropalis Lotswill changefor me, but my
respect and love for SISwill not change.
Thank you, dl of you, for eight memorable
years.

If you ever want to say hello, | would
love to hear how you are doing. Please
emall meinBrazil (mpfeiffer@graded.br).

Suzan Hunter
Art

| would like to take this opportunity to
say good-bye to both the students and
parentsof SIS, After fivegreat yearsat OIS
SIS, | amleaving to go back to Canadato
study a UBC in Vancouver. Whilel am
excited about my future plansto study, the
trangtionwon't beeasy. | know how much
| am going to miss coming to OIS/SIS
everyday and working with such grest
kids. Throughout my time at the schoal, |
have repeatedly heard how wonderful the
students are- | know this to be true and
want to thank you for making my job so
enjoyable.

I wouldliketo beableto say goodbyeto
al of you persondly but | know that it just
isnt possible. Instead, | will wish each of
you al the best for the future in whatever
you do.

Thank youdll,

Tolook isonething,

To seewhat you look at isanother,

To understand what you seeisathird,

To learn from what you understand is
ill something dse:

To act on what you learn is al that
matters.

-Taoist saying

Sherryl Mannerheim
Art

Having taught oversees for ten years
andin Jgpanfor threg, itiswith much regret
that | have made the decision to return to
my homeland, Melbourne, Augtrdia. My
reasons are three-fold. Firstly my eighty-
threeyear old mother isin need of care; my
son's requirements for educational
immersion into his country of origin and
lagtly | amtomarry my longtimesweetheart
Mark Walters in the early Southern
hemispheresummer.

| want to expressto SIS sudents who
have been within my care and tutelage thet
you are wonderfully diligent and
enthusiastic, polite and hard working
young people! You have al been dear to
my heart and | will missyou very very
much. | will however, take with me some
precious memories and specia moments,
accompanied by thousands of
photographs. Where e se the world-over,
could | ever find such lovely students?
Japan has impacted upon my life both
culturally and educationally and the
culinary ddights| will dsomiss Aswel as
working with studentsin Art it was also
indeed a pleasure to work alongside Mrs
Osako and the students in the All School
Productions. | would dso liketo thank Mr.
Osakofor dlowing meto beaguest in his
country and | will beforever grateful for my
Japanese experience at Senri Kokusai
Gakuen.

If youwould liketowritetomeor if you
arein Audrdia, please come and visit me.
For my contect details, please cometo the
Art room. | would loveto seeyou again.

My messageto you:

Remember that if you have a goal,
remain very focussed on that god; for thet
istheway youwill achieveit.

So, work hard, play hard and adways
reach for the sard

Sayonaral God Bless
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Mark Avery

1A, RFHH

Dear Parents,

The following is a summary of what |
discussed at the last Parent's Friendship
meeting that was held on May 12th.

This article was submitted prior to the

school fedtival.

gooooood
00000000000 1200000
gdooooooooooooo
doooooboooboooooa

1. Interviews O O

8-1 Student interviews in May and June;
Parent interviewswill beheldin December
8-2 Student and Parent interviewsin May
and June

8-3 Student interviews in May and June;
Parent interviews will be held in fall
trimester

Thisistheofficid schedulefor interviews.
However, please fed free to contact your
child'shomeroom teacher or classteachers
any time you have something you would
liketo discuss.

2. HomeworkD 0 O

Students had been saying that they havea
lot of homework and so | lookedintothisby
asking the headmagter, the principa and
the counsdllor what they regarded to be a
reasonable amount of homework for a
grade eight student. All agreed that oneto
one and ahaf hours per night and about
four hours on the weekend is areasonable
expectation. Y ou may have noticed your
child struggling a timesto get things done.
If thisisthe case, it would be advisable to
talk about planning in advance so that
assignments do not pile up. We advise
sudentsto do homework every day. They
should start by going over what they
learned that day and then preparing for the
next day'slessons. Going to bed with dl the
homework done will give students a
psychological advantage over students
who go to bed wishing they had got it
done. | dso spoke to subject teachersat a
recent meeting and asked that they inform
the students of assgnment and tests dates
as early as possible to facilitate more

effectiveorganization.
3. New School Festival Guiddines E14%
DFNNTART A

All three homeroom teachers are very
proud of thework the studentsare doing to
et ready for the school fedtiva. Each dlass
has very responsible people in all
leadership positions and they are working
eagerly and very independently to ensure
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the school fegtival will be a success. We
hope that all the students will feel the
benefitsand rewards of their hard work. In
the interest of student safety and a better
school festival, certain changesweremade
thisyear by agpecidly formed committee
The biggest affect on eighth graders was
that they were not able to attend the
evening performances. While the sudents
were very disgppointed, we must respect
the decisons made by the committee, and
remember that the sudentswill be ableto
attend in grades nine, ten, eleven and
twelve.

4. New Middle School Student CouncilCJ 00 [0
goooo

It is our turn to take the positions of
respongbility in the middle school student
council. The homeroom teachers have
been very happy with the enthusiasm
aready being displayed and want to wish
all the candidates the best of luck in the
elections. The student council is the best
chance the students have to prove that
they can organize worthwhile and
enjoyable activities. The school tours and
welcome gamesthe students organized for
the new grade sevensin April fostered a
strong bond between the two year levels
and wearelooking forward to alot of good
resultsfrom the new student council.
5.Campaigns] 0 000 00O

For four weeks, grade eight has had a
weekly campaign targeting one aspect of a
dudent'slife Hereisasummary of what we
focused on

Week 1-Punctudity0 OO OO0 OO0
0 : getting to school ontime, going to class
on time and generally being aware of time
during the day.

Week 2-Beingfriendly and politel] O 00 [0
0O : using palitelanguagewhen wetalk to
teachersand classmates, greeting each other
inthemorning, saying good morning, thank
you and goodbyein lessons. It isimportant
that students can readily uselanguagethat is
appropriate for aparticular situation.
Week 3- Lockersand FilesD OO0 OO0 O
0000 : Keeping our lockers clean and
organized, keeping all our notesin carefully
arrangedfiles. Thiswill makeit easier for the
students to find things during the day and
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keep atrack of the thingsthey need to do.
Week 4 - Daily Organization and Waysto
RememberC O 0 O O : most studentsare
abletoremember daily thingssuch asbring-
ing formsback and putting their PE clothes
intheir bag, but not everyone. In thisweek,
wewill spend timetalking about waysto stay
on top of everything.

6. Tothestudentsd O 0 0O O
oooooooooooooooooo
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@ Badminton
the championship in 3 out of 5 catego—
ries
S Ddta
Coach, Social Studies

The Badminton tournament washeld at
Oszkaon May 214. First of dl, wewould
like to congratulate the 12th grade players

RSP T
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for their leadership and long dedication to
the Badminton club. We were also
impressed by the eagerness of all our
players to help with the running of the
tournament. We are truly proud of this
spirit and sense of responsibility of the
Sabersplayers.

This year, we played against some
tough competition from CA , Nagoyaand
Kyoto in al the categories. We took the
championship in 3 out of 5 categories, and
second placein 2 categories.

The results:

GirlsSinglesChampion: Y ayaMakino
Girls Doubles Champions: Yui Yana &
MikaTokuyama

Mixed Doubles Champions: Gordon
Miyamoto & MikaTokuyama

Girls Doubles Second Place: Nozomi
Minamide& YayaMakino

Mixed Doubles Second Place: Ken
Nishiguchi & Yui Yana

| fed our boysand girlsgave thelr best
to the short season we had, and they are
eager toimproveintheyearsto come.
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Fina Awards

SmonParker

Athletic Director

alot of fun.

OutstandingAthlete

Following students were decided upon to receivethe mgor awards at the athletic
banquet on Friday June 10th . Thiswasan opportunity for dl high school students
and faculty involved inthe athletic programmeto cometogether and celebrate the
events of the past year in sport. Each coach gave a short account of their season
before awarding prizesto 2 members of the squad for Most Improved player and
Mogt Vduableplayer. Then findly we presented thisyear'sHigh School Athlete
of theY ear and Scholar Athleteof the Y ear awards It wasan excellent eveningand

Girls: AyekaCooke, Boys: Kohe Kuroda
Dr. Fukuda Scholar Athlete Award
S S Hiroski Azumi, Mai Kim, OIS Evan Shore
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