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Rob Tabataba
English

HelloEverybody!

| anfrom England and have beenliving
and working here in Japan for 6 years.
However | have been lucky enoughtolive
andwork inavariety of countriesincluding
Australia, Belgium, France, Germany,
Holland, Irdland and the USA. Itisagrest
pleasure to be working here in such an
internationa environment, wherethereare
S0 many students and teachers who have
traveled, worked, lived or areinterested in
living, in so many countried | haveawide
vaidy of interestsand am happy to fredy
answer any questions you may havel

ElisaTricari
French

Bonjour a tous

My nameis Elisa Tricerri. | am from
Strasbourgwhichisaredly nicecity inthe
North-East of France. Because of my
strong interest in Japanese culture | have
Sudiedit 4 years.

| cameto Jepan, in Osska, morethan 3
years ago and started working for the
Alliance Francaise- Nichi Futsu
center.Sincethat time | have been enjoying
my lifein Jgpan. My hobbiesare Ceramics,
cooking, discovering new things and
traveling around Kansai and Japan. | want
to do my best to make dl the sudentslove
the French language.l am looking forward
to working with dl the staff, the students
and the parentsin agood amosphere.

A bientot.
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Ruth Steinhoff
Germany

My nameis Ruth Steinhoff and | am
from Germany. Sincethreeyears| amliving
herein Minoh. Thetime before| cameto
Japan | have been lived 6 years close to
Stuttgart. | am married and | have ason
whichis5?yearsold.

Before | becomeamother | worked 13
yearsin the industry for different tasks. |
taught new staff and our team built up the
total quality management ?1S0 9000 - for
the company. The last two years | taught
Germanlanguagefor agroupinthemedium
age class which tried to improve their
knowledgefromther university.

The time in Japan is exciting. | start
learning redlly about Jgpan Sncel am here.
Itisvery different fromthemwhichispublic
known in my country. The culture from
Germany is different and thisis what it
makes so interesting for me to stay here.
Furthermore a lot of similarity in our
countriesin relation to the history and for
the character of the peopleistill there.

Together with Shinobu Katsuragi | will
teach the German language at the schoal.
The combination of grammar lessonsand
speaking practice is our main concern. |
want to have agood work together with dl
pupils, parents and the staff.

The"sakurd' isaperfect welcomefor
meto sart here.

Thanks
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Welcome
Mark Avery
7—1 HR teacher, English

| would liketo congratulate dl the new
grade7 sudentson agreat sart and extend
abig welcometo everyone. The help the
grade 7s settle into their new school, the
grade 8 students organized school tours
and awelcome party. The grade 11sadso
welcomed the grade 7s by going to
homeroomsand meking friendswith them.
This means the grade 7s have older
students to talk to and ask questions to.
Thank you to both grades for making our
new gart so much esser.
A Good Start

It has been wonderful to see so many
eager facesin the morning. We have not
had any problems with lateness. The
students have al begun very postively. |
have seen a few yawns in morning
homeroom, but generally everyone looks
wide awake and ready to Start anew day. |
hope the sudents will continue to prepare
for the next day by finishing homework
early, getting alot of deep and having a
hedthy bregkfast in themorning.
Adjustments

Being in an environment that does not
have specific rulesis one of the difficult
adjustments students here have to make. It
is very important that our students
understand the five respects. respect for
the environment, learning, sdif, othersand
leadership. For this reason, the students
meet once aweek with Mr. Osako for a
lesson about the five respects. Some
aspects of the five respects are very
difficult for grade 7 students so it would
aso be very helpful if the sudents had the
chanceto tak about their understanding at
home.

Comingup....

A Parent’ sMesting

| would like to hold amesting for the
parents in May to enable teachers and
parents to exchange information about
how the students have settled in to their
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new school and new routine. Itwill dsobea
chance to discuss issues that arise
between now and then. In the meantime, it
isvery important that we work together to
help the students to establish good
patterns. We need to make sure that they
are taking care with their homework,
packing their bags carefully either before
going to bed or in the morning, asking
guestions in class when they do not
understand something, reading at home
and thinking about what they are learning
a school. Encouraging these behaviors
will help each student to attain the
maximumbenefitfromeachday.

The School Fegtivel

Oneof the biggest events a our school
is the School Festival. Each year the
students work very hard to prepare their
stdlsand itisagreat opportunity for them
towork asamember of ateam and develop
new kills Thethemethisyear is*Holidays
and Celebrations” which gives the
students a lot of scope for origina and
crediiveidess | amdready looking forward
to seeing what the students will be able to
do. We a'so look forward to seeing you
there.

Findly...

Please keep an eye on the grade 7
homepage for more information about
activitiesthe gudents are involved in and
upcoming events. Hereisthelink again.
http:/Awww.senri.ed.jp/s s/classof 2010/

e 1O OODO
Not the Youngest Anymore!
Rodney Ray
8§-3 HR teacher, English

Now that anew year has started, one of
the biggest changes the new 8th graders
areexperiencing isthey aren't the youngest
students at SIS anymore. Now thereisa
whole new group of 7th gradersa school.
That meansthat inthehdlways, incubs in
the cafeteria, and even in some of their
classes, 8th graders can see new younger
students who are experiencing the same
excitement and confusion that they
themselves experienced ayear ago.

One thing that we hope the new 8th

graderswill kegpin mindisthat whilethey
seethenew 7th graders, the 7th gradersare
looking back a them. As"senpal”, thenew
8th graders are models whom the 7th
graders will watch to learn about
expectations of behavior in and out of
class. Thismeansthat the 8th graders have
a responsibility to model the kind of
behavior that makes agood SIS student.
As8th graders you know moreabout the5
Respects and how to apply them to your
daily life. Y ouvebeentold beforethat your
behavior has effects, not only on yoursdf,
but on the people around you. Now that
you are "senpa", thisis more true than
ever, because you yourselves are
becoming leadersin avery important way.

Leadership can be a heavy
responsibility, because it means that you
haveto hold yoursdlf to a higher standard
than when you werein 7th grade. Onthe
other hand, responghility means"ability to
respond"; in other words, you can makea
difference in the school. By leading
through example, you can help every day
to meke the school better. Pleasetakethis
responsibility seriously. Respect for
L eadership does not only mean following
others; it means taking the leadership
position yoursdf whenit'syour timeto do
0.

So help the 7th graders, when you see
that they need help. A friendly wordinthe
hallways, or useful advice about the lunch
menu, can redly help them have a better
day. But morethantheat, remember that you

areleading every day by your example.
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On Beginning the End
Mary Preiffer

12-3 HR teacher, English

Wecometo grade 12! Onthemorning
of this year's entrance ceremony, |
mentioned to my homeroom that the next
timewewould al gather inthegym for a
ceremony, it would be your graduation.
Thelooksonfacesturned grim. Wanting to
ingpire, not dampen spirits, | continued, "'l
know it'ssad, but | want you to think of all
you will accomplish between now and
then. If you let your mind wander during
the ceremony, | want you to think of all
those gods you have. Think of your gods
and how youwill get there. Flanyour path.”

Itisscary, thisbeginning of theend. Itis
scary and sad ... and wonderful, if you want
it to be. | have been thinking about a
quotation--and | plan to hang it up in
homeroom this trimester--"A pessimist
seesthedifficulty in every opportunity, but
an optimist sees the opportunity in every
difficulty." Please think of thiswhen you
facethe Universty Mountain aheed. Think
of what would be the ultimate last year of
high school for you, what classes,
activities, school events, socid thingsyou
want to contribute to and experience. For
example, next month is your last School
Fedtivd, 0let'sdl dowhat wecanto meke
itmemorableand gratifying.

We homeroom teacherswill beholding
Sudent interviews thistrimester, in which
wediscusswhat you plan for your last year
a SIS, what you want to accomplishinthe
coming trimesters, and how your
university preparation is going. We look
forward to spending time with each of you
and helping you in any way we can.

Findly, wewould like to welcomefour
new students to the class: Hiroyuki
Tekenakafrom Canada; Misuzu Otani from
Italy; Megumi Nakarai from London; and
Y ukaKimurafrom New Zedand. Wedso
want towelcomeback Senjun Tsudafroma
year in the Philippines. We hope you all
haveafulfilling year.
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Marist Brothers Model United Nations

Mark Avery
SISMUN Teecher, English

In March, the SIS Model United
Nations (MUN) class spent three days at
Marigt debating agrand totdl of 11 different
globa issues. Hereisalist of the sudents
who attended and the countries they
represented?Masahiro Miyamoto
CONGO, Tina Maran and Ayumi
Takashima RWANDA, Alisa Koyama
GEORGIA, TakahiroNagao PAKISTAN,
Mao Ikenaga FRANCE, Naoko Kagaand
Aya Waterhouse UKRAINE, Miki
Watherhouse, MALTA, Masako Tanaka
and Rikako Sano SAUDI ARABIA,
Meguru Nakaya and Chiaki Fujita
COLOMBIA and Chisato Sakai
SURINAME.

Preparing for the conference was ares
chdlenge due to the number of topicsthet
wereontheagenda Themedtingwasmade
even more complicated by the Iraq war
which divided opinionsamongst countries
that normally have good relations.
However, this also ensured avery lively
debate. I'm sure al the students will
remember the U.S.A delegate's
proclamation that even if the resolution

cdling for aban on weaponsin space was
passed, the United States would ssimply
ignoreit. The debate was alittle dow on
day one but incidents such as these and
the emergency crisis on the third day
encouraged dl the ddegatesto fireup and
become involved. Tekawas Sitting there,
quietly enjoying the debate when anews
flash came in and the floor was informed
that the president of Pakistan had been
shot. Suddenly he found himself at the
centre of the debate. | was ddlighted. It is
unfortunate that with amost two hundred
students participating in the meeting that
voicing opinionswasvery difficult at times.
Therewassomewild placardwaving going
on in order to capture the attention of the
president.

Asateacher watchingthemesting, | felt
very proud of al the sudentsfor the effort
| know they put into preparing themsdves
for the meeting and for their level of
participation. Evenif their voices could not
always be heard, | could see they were
paying close attention to the debate. They
were appalled by the absurd statements of
some del egates and overwhelmed by the
persuasive powers of others. They were

always engaged in the debate and from
their own responses, | know it wasaspecid
experiencefor them.

| would like to congratulate Aya for
doing an excellent job as Day One
President. Her opening speech to the floor
invited al the delegatesto work together to
find solutions to the agenda items and
cooperate in the spirit of the United
Nations. Mao also did awonderful job as
President of the European Regional
Meeting on day one. Thediscussoninthe
European room flowed smoothly and
produced an effective resolution that was
findly passed. Finaly, congratulations to
Alisa Koyama for receiving an
Outstanding Resolution Award for her
resolution addressing the issue of soil
erosion. Congratulations to al the other
participantsin the coursefor not only risng
to the challenges in the course, but for
gaining everything they could from the
experience. The way they participated in
the meeting and quickly established good
working relationshipswith other delegates
demonstrates they understand the

meaning of diplomacy.
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