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07 Asai June
07 Terada Erika
07 Kanto Nozomi
07 Mori Eriko
07 Nakano  Aki
07 Ueda Yuhei
07 Bradley  Aisha
07 Bradley = Maya
07 Arai Haruka
08 Ohzawa  Moica
09 Kanzawa Mayu
09 Yanai Yui
10 Omura Jennifer Sayako
10 Shiozuru  Mikihiro
10 Arakuta  Toshihiro
10 Tamura  Asako
10 Hayashi ~ Yoshie
10 Tsuge Ichino
11 Takahashi Tomohiko
11 Sato Kiwamu
11 Inoue Tomo
12 Kataoka Nao
12 Watanabe Ken
12 Kanemitsu Miho
12 Fujimoto Takuya
12 Ozaki Manami
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Derek Entwistle (P.E.)

My nameis Derek Entwistleand | am
fromGedong, Augtrdia( Gedongisasmdl
city of about 250,000 people- one hours
drive south from Melbourne). | taught P/E,
Health and English at a High School in
Gedongfor over 13yearsbeforecomingto
Japan with my wife ( Mrs "Whistle"-
Elementary PIE) and | workedfor NOVA as
alanguage teacher and Assigtant Trainer
for 18 monthsor so. My interestsindudeal
sports, photography and travel. | have
gregtly enjoyed my timein Japan thus far
and have developed a fondness for all
things Japanese ranging from sake to
sumo... | look forward to working with dl
the staff, faculty and parents as part of the
S SOIScommunity. Thank you, Derek.
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OIS/SIS Students Participate in

APAC Band

WilliamMarocco
Music

Thefollowing students participated in
the APAC Band festiva held a Shanghai
American School,February 27 - March 2.

Arturo Amedor, Alto Saxophone; Kenji
Dohma, Trumpet; Misaki Cho, Clarinet;
Mikari Fujita, Trombone; Momoko Hori,
Bassoon, Chihiro Kato, Flute; Ryosuke

OAPACO O DOAsia Pacific Ac-
tivities Conference OO OO0
gooooooooooog
OAPACOOODO
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
goooooooo
Oo0o0o0o0o0oooooooooOn
Ooo0ooDOooooooOoooono

Kimura, Trombone, Satomi Otsuru, Oboe;
Kumar Sadavrati, Percussion;Kohei
Satsuma, Clarinet; Shirley Suginohara,
Percussion; Chritine Syrad,Piccolo/Flute;
Masayoshi Takatsu, Alto Sax; and
Y oshihido Moromasa.

The students rehearsed with students
fromall other APAC schoolsfor threedays
and presented the grand concert on

Saturday evening, March 1st. The
conductor was Ruggiero Barbieri, music
director of the Philippine Phiharmonic
Orchestra, Manila. It wasagrest concert
and anexcdlent musicd experiencefor our
OlS/SISband students.  The students had
some sightseeing opportunities in

Shangha aswell.

g(¢sIs) ooopoopoooog
goooIis)poopooooog
OO0O00OAPACODDODOOOODODO
gooooooooooooono
Oo0ooDOoO0oOooooooooDo
gooooooooooooo
(The Sabers)
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Academic Success
KainCaffin
OIS Head

InMarch, adminigratorsattended an 1B
mestingat Y okohamalnternationa Schoal.
TheDirector of theAdaPedific Region, Dr.
Helen Drennan, was at the meeting and
updated us on developmentsin theregion
and around theworld. Worldwidethereare
1650 schoolsin 108 countriesthat offer the
DiplomaProgram, thePYPand the MYP.
All three B programsare being adopted by
national education systems in many
countries around the world. In the Asia
Pacificregion, 100school offertheDiploma
Program, 40theMY Pand 30the PYP. The
IB Organization has been updating its
publications and many of them are
available on the IBO web-site, and |
encourage you to visit the site at
www.ibo.org

At the meeting we discussed oneissue
that all international schools in Japan
encounter, that of thelevd of Englishof our
students. It seems that we all have
problems with controlling the amount of
Japanese that is spoken on campus. On
one hand we celebrate the fact that our
students know both Japanese and English,
but on the other hand, we despair because
Japanese becomes the dominant and
preferred language and thisis detrimental
to academic performance. Our biggest
chalenge at school is how to monitor and
control what language the students use.
Even though we have an 'English only'
policy in classrooms, thiscan bedifficult to
enforce, especidly when we have gudents
who do not seem to be ableto, or want to,
take serioudy the academic mission of our
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sSIs00000000000000
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school.
Duringthelast few weskswehave been
busy screening new student applicantsto
our school. This screening consists of
parent and student interviews, student
background checks, testing and dlassroom
tryouts for ECP children. We have
accepted some and turned others away.
When we turn students away, the decision
is not made lightly. After the hours of
testing, interviews and discussion, the
admissions committee may haveto refuse
entry because of anumber of reasons, such
as test results, academic history, social
readiness, English ability and potential
academic success. Sometimes we admit
students because we believe that they
have the potential to succeed, and
sometimeswe areright, but other timeswe
are not. If we alow students to move
through elementary and middle school
without having them take serioudy the
need to master the English language or the
need to understand academic rigor, then
we are not helping these students. They
will find it extremely difficult to succeed in
our high school program. There are some
sudentswho find academic work difficult,
but they are motivated, and supported at
home, and work redlly hard and are ableto
achieveameaaure of successin our schodl.
If students are not prepared to work, they
are wasting their own time, teacher and
classtime, and the feestheir parents have
paid. Weface adilemmaat dl stages of
schooling when we have to ask studentsto
withdraw, especialy when they end up
'between languages, that is not being
strong enough in English or Japanese to
succeed in either system. Because of this
wetry to counsdl parents carefully when
they apply to our school, and wetry to keep
parents informed about their child's
progress. We do need parent support, with
homework 'monitoring’, ensuring that
students get enough sleep and helping
their children understand that school isa
place where academic work is an
expectation. We appreciate the many
parentswho do support their children. Our
PYP and MY P curriculum teaches our
studentsto learn how to learn, to develop

higher order thinking skills and to do
research, but we need the students to take
on board thefact that they are heretolearn
and make an effort to succeed. | would like
to ask that parents remind their children
about the use of English at schoal. | thank
the parents who do take time to read the
Educator, and who support ther children.

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL UP-
DATE

Gwyn Underwood

OIS Middle and High School Principal

During the last week of February, | was
invited to vidt an international school in
Tokyo to serve asamember of aWASC
visiting committee. The WASC visiting
committeesgotodl member schoolsevery
3yearsto vaidate their program and give
accreditation to schools that pass certain
criteria
What is WASC?

The Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC) is one of six non-
profit US based regional associationsthat
accredit public and private schoolsin the
US, padificand Ada Itwasformedin 1962,
and accredits education ingtitutions.

What does accreditation mean and why do
it?

Accreditation isavoluntary processfor
international schoals, and is ultimately a
means a school uses to develop and
maintain a verifiable high quality of
education. That is, in addition to proving a
school has met established criteria or
standards and is achieving its own stated
objectives, the process helpsto provide a
framework for schoolsto sdf evauate and
develop improvement plans.

How does WASC accredit a school?

A schoal isevauated on the degreeto
whichit isaccomplishing its purposes and
functions, and on the appropriateness of
those purposes and functions for an
institution of its type. To qualify for
accreditation, aschool mugt give evidence
of adequately meeting the following
criteria

1. Organization for Student Learning:
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School Purpose, Governance, School
Leadership, Staff, School Environment,
Report Student Progress, School
Improvement Process

2. Curriculum and Instruction: What
SudentsLearn, How StudentsLearn, How
Assessment is Used

3. Support for Student Persona and
Academic Growth: Student
Connectedness, Parent/Community
Involvement

4. Resource Management and
Development: Resources, Resource
Panning

After an accreditation vist, the visiting
committee writes up recommendationsfor
the school to addressin their action plans,
and then follows up on these
recommendationsin the mid-termvist. At
OIS, we haveaSIP (School Improvement
Process) that acts as our action plan, a
WASC coordinator (Mr. Searle) to
coordinate the process and a SIP
committeeto help addresstheseareaswith
thefaculty and stakehol ders. Pleeselook at
http:/mww.acswasc.org/ for more details
about WASC. We will be getting more
information to regarding thisvisit you later
onthisyear.

Elementary Update
Rod Adam
OIS Elementary School Principal

Boys Will Be Boys!

"What's the matter with my son?"
" Why ishe an underachiever in school 7'
"Why are boys so violent?' "Why won't
boystak to adults?"

Educators and parents are engaged in
discussions about the way we raise and
educate boys. Statistics point to an
alarming number of young boys,
epecidly, at high risk for suicide, acohol
and drug abuse, violence, and loneliness.
They arefour timesmorelikdy thangirlsto
be sent to a school psychologist; they are
diagnosed with 60 - 80% of learning
disorders Their areas of srength, physica
activity and visua-spatid perception, are
not as important as verba skillsin the

26

feminine, quiet, word-dominated
environment of schools. Because boysdo
not do as well in school as girls, from
elementary schoal through college, they
areat risk for concluding that schoolsdon't
work for them and becoming withdrawn
and bitter.

During Spring Break four elementary
faculty members, including myself,
attended a dynamic 2-day workshop with
Dr. Michael Thompson, a consultant,
author and psychologist speciadizing in
children and families Dr. Thompsonwasa
clinical instructor in Psychiatry at the
Harvard Medical School and has been a
consultant to more than two hundred
schools across the United States. Heisa
co-author of the New Y ork Times best-
sling book Raisng Cain: Protecting the
Emoationd Lifeof Boys(Balantine Books,
1999).

InRaisng Cain, theauthorsidentify the
socid and emoationa challengesthat boys
encounter in school which leave them
hurting - sad, afraid, angry and silent. As
educators and parents, we are urged to
nurture and protect the emationd lives of
boysin these seven ways.

1. Give boys permission to have an
internd life, gpproval for the full range of
emotions, and help in developing an
emotional vocabulary so that they may
better understand themselves and
communicate moreeffectively with others

2. Recognize and accept the high
activity level of boys and give them safe
boy placesto expressit.

3. Tadk toboysintheir language-ina
way that honors their pride and their
measculinity. Bedirect with them; usethem
as conaultants and problem solvers.

4. Teachboysthat emotiona courageis
courage, and that courage and empathy are
the sources of red strengthinlife.

5. Usedisciplineto build character and
Conscience, not enemies.

6. Model a manhood of emotional
atachment.

7. Teachboysthat thereare many ways
tobeaman.

Please contact meif youwould likea 2-
page description of these saven points, or if

you would like to borrow a copy of the
book RaisngCain.
Rewards versus Recognition

Stickers, trophies, prizes, points, tokens,
grades - all are forms of rewards that
teachersusad when wewent to school. But
do such premiumswork?

In the 1970s amovement began when
coaches and physical educators began to
expressther discomfort with the negative
effects of organized sports and high-level
competitionfor young children. Classroom
teachers shared their concern and began to
research effects of educationd practiceson
the development of both negative and
positive salf-esteem. During the past 15
years, we were influenced by growing
bodies of knowledge about the processes
of learning. Information about
constructivist learning theory, multiple
intelligence, the conditions for learning,
and brain-based teaching influenced our
classroom organization and management.
Webecameincreasingly avarethat, while
educationa practices such as awards and
rewards may have served apurpose a one
time, these same practices no longer
seemed ussful or wise

Research confirms what we had
learned. Rewards can hinder sudentsfrom
developing apositive self esteem, working
successtully with others, taking risks and
taking responsibility. Above dl, rewards
interferewithlearning.

At OIS elementary school, we know
that students, like others, need to be
acknowledged for whom they areand what
they achieve Teacherswork with students
to plan opportunities for recognition. The
word recognition, based on the Ltin root
cognoscere, "to know," is defined as "to
notice". Wetry to validate, acknowledge,
honor, and support student learning.
Recognitionmightinclude:

* partners giving each other specific
feedback on aproject

* gtudents keeping persona records of
the books they have read

* teachers providing specific feedback
on student projects

* gtudents collecting and presenting
portfoliosto parents
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