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Petdreimer
SIS English

Afterwinninginaqualifyinground
in Osaka, SIS 12th gradg&hino
Nohiratookarall-expenses-patidp :
toTokyoonSaturday,September1$
toparticipatentheDokkydJniversity =
All-Japainglisispeedbontest.

Shino took third place and won &
digitalcameréorherselfeDVDvideo
playerfortheschool,andsomesen
for me. Ifyou happento see Shin
pleaseongratulateer.

Also, please continue to encoura
your students to enter a speed”
contest. There are severalcontes __ :
throughouttheyearforallagelevels. s ————
An upcoming contest is the Kobe
Mayor'€uBilinguaSpeeddontest-
entndeadlinésOctobep5th. 00o0000000000000000240000 "Student Times" (0 (0 (0
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The New English Program

Joiaplan
SIS English

| asked about 40 students in gradég make once they enter universityis too low. (Teachers are now faced
9-12towritedowntheirobservationg£nglish teachers made a videwith the challenge of tailoring
andopinionsaboutthenewtrimestegxplaining the new courses fomaterials and activities to be
Englishcourses. Mostofthe studenfudentstowatch. Wealso spenttimappropriatirdifferentevelsvithin
said that they are happier under thduring English classes helpinghe same class! The new system
new system because they havgudentsnavigatethroughthecoursequires anewkind ofteaching, and
freedomand many courses to choselection manualin ordertoidentifyteacherswillneedtimetoadjusttothe
from, they cantake classeswiththefheirchoices. Some students said tirewsystemaswell.) However, these
friends, they canwork with studentyideovaselpfubndheyunderstood same comments were sometimes
from different grades and differenthe new system, while otheramade before we adopted the new
levelsandmakenewfriends,andthegonfessedthattheyarestillconfusettimestesystenecauseurclasses
canimproveheifEnglistoyworking Ofcourseanewsystemisconfusindnave alwaysincludedamixof levels,
withstudentsofahigherlevel. butwith time, students will adjusttoasourstudentshailfromsuchdiverse

Our schoolis organized more like éhenewsystem. backgrounds. Overall, students
university than atypical high school Somelowerlevelstudentsremarkeexpresseshtisfactiowiththeimew
now, insofar as students havéhattheysuddenlyhavetoworkmuckourses, and we hope thatasthe new
responsibilitjordesigningheilown harder in order to keep up with thesystenevolvesaliwill besatisfied.
educational program and makinglass! Some also reported that they
choicesaclrimestetiopefullythe feel shy to speak in front of higher
experiencefself-selectingourseat  levelstudents.Atthesametime,some
S.1.S. will prepare students for thénighetevektudentsomplainethat
morecomplexchoicestheywillhavéhelevelofEnglishbeingusedinclass
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<from OIS "Educator">

Welcome Back to School!

Stephéiddlebrook
OIS Headmaster

| wish you all a happy beginning taesearchforherMaster'sin TESOL dlelbourné&niversityan@dBachelor
the school year. We were very sad tine SchoolforInternational Trainingof Music from Sydney University, a
see somany people move away fromBrattleboroy T,andwill receivéaer M.Ed. from La Trobe University, a
ourschoollastspring, butthe happhilinguateachingertificatédronthe Licentiate Diploma from Trinity
newsisthatmany, manynewfamilieState of Vermont. She also holds &ollege London in violin, and two
arrivedthissummer,farmorethanwedegre#omOchanomizUniversity DiplomagnteachinffomAustralian
expectedattheendofJune.Weexpeot Tokyo in dance and danceuniversities. In addition, she has
probably the largest number otducation. Inaddition, she has dongtudiednusigpedagoggthekodaly
studentssincetheschoolbegan, waktensive training in the Japaneskstitute in Hungary and the Orff
over 250. | know our parentLanguage Exchange Program imnstituteinSalzburg,Austria. Shehas
communityjoinsmeinwishingyouaChicago and Indiana, where Harabeen president ofthe Orff Society of
smoothstartinyournewschool.  sensdromourJapanedeepartment Australiahasurheowrconsultancy

alsodidsome ofhistraining. She alsbusiness, builds Orffmarimbaswith

New Teachers completed severalhundred hoursioommunity and school groups as a

I am pleased to announce the hiringapanese language educationin they to involve parents and children
of Ms. Madeline Hanks as a newnter-culturalinstituteofJapaneseirtogetherinmusiceducation,andhas
Science and Math teacher fronTokyo.HerhomeinJapanisinChibaaught primary and upper school
TumutNSW AustraliaShénadeen so she is new to this area. She hasusic. She has also spoken and
teachingmiddleschool/highschootaught elementary, middle schoolpresented all over Australia and in
scienceandmathataCatholicschoblgh school, and adult students imther parts of the world on Orff and
in this small, mountain town aboutlapaigoutiCarolindylassachusetts, Kodalymusigedagogyncludingll
four hours from Sydney. She is andVainelinterviewed/is Kasugai familymembersinmusiceducation,
graduate of Avondale College withatO'HareAirportinChicagoonJuly5andmarimbabuilding. Herhusband,
degree in Biological Sciencesand we felt very fortunate to havelohiSecomlyyhawillaccompartyer
Chemistnygandviathematic®uring foundhersofarfromourschool.  is the chair of a high school music
herfouryearsexperienceatMcAuley Those of you who were here lagiepartment in Melbourne and is a
Catholic Central School, she hagearwillrememberthatMs. Miriam professionalviolinist/violist. Their
taughtyear7-10maths, earthscienceactoravill beakingawo-yeateave childrenKathryrandroberwill also
physics, and chemistry. For the lasif absence to do research for hgoin our school in the 12th and 5th
two years, she was departmerdoctorate at the University ofgradegspectively.
coordinator. Sheisalsoagraduateofaueensland, Australia. Ms. Factora
prestigiousgirls'boarding schoolirworked hard on her research this Happy Return
Sydneyandshénadraveleavidelyin - summer in southern Mindanao in We are happy towelcome back Ms.
Asia. Shewillbeteachinggrades8araredominantiiuslimareaandshe AmandaPekintoourPEdepartment.
9 mathematics, and grade 8 Earttollected over400folk songs forheShewillonceagainteachelementary
Science. projectocreatekodaly-baseghusic  andmiddleschoolPEthisyearandhas

We were also delighted to meet anclirriculumusingPhilippinefolkand been on maternity leave for a year.
hireMs. ShinoKasugaiasapart-timethnignaterialdlereplacemetibr  Welcomieackylandy!
Japanese language teacher. Mthetwoyears of herleave will bts.
Kasugai has most recently beehleatheMcLaughlingmusideacher University Acceptance
studyin@nadvorkingnNewEngland. fromsuburballelbournéiustralia.  Ms. Wagner has listed below the
Shehasijustfinishedcourseworkanklls. McLaughlin has a B.A. from collegesanduniversitieswhichhave
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acceptedmembersofourgraduatinigelow, indeed go to good andiere with an excellent education,
class last year. Several parents challenging schools. We have sengreparetbrtheimexthallengesith
younger children have expressesdtudentsto Oxford and Harvard andonfidencandyracelvylL eaguand
interestinhearingwhereourstudenBukeandColumbiaandheSorbonne Oxbridgeiniversitieardine puthey
go after graduation. One thing langxcellenprestigioumstitutions are not the best yardsticks for
wanted to mention today is that as i other countries in prior years, andgneasuringtheworthofsmallschools
schoolwe donotlookuponsuchalistf course we are very proud of theskkeours. Iwishourgraduatedseniors
a®videncefourcompetitivsuccess studentandheirmccomplishments. well in the next stage of their life's
withotherinternationalschools. TheBut as a small school with only gourney. Theyarearemarkablegroup
selection of collegesisanindividuahandfubfgraduatesveryearyedo ofyoungadultsand llook forwardto
choicdoreacliamilyandstudentVe not feel it important to rank ourhearing about their challenges and
do not consider in our counselingtudentsamongstthemselves, norgniccessesformanyyearstocome.
process the notion that where ave feelitimportantto make a huge
studentappliesandchoosestogomawblic display of their successesin

reflecthonorandglory onthe schookchoosingcolleges.Infact,whatlthink

Ourstudents, asevidenced bythelistostimportantisthatstudentsleave

MS/HS Update

Juligvagner
OIS Middle and High School Principal

Greetings to all in the opening of On September 14th, the middle arikhow all of our students very well.
the 1999-2000 school year. WénighschoolsofbothOlSand SIShaGraduated seniors were, without
particularlyvelcomeseventeemew theirBacktoSchoolNightforparentsexception, a fine group of young
students who come from FranceTheeveningbeganforOlSparentsatilultsTheyacceptethechallengef
England, Singapore, Pakistan, thBM in the theatre. At this time thea rigorous education and did well.
PhilippinesandhdUnitedStatedVe  sharedprogramsgavepresentatioii$iey accepted the challenge of a
know that we will profitmuch from for both SIS and OIS parentsmajorserviceactivityandhavecome
what they will bring to our Followingthesepresentationsthereome committed to service for their
international schoolandwe wishthevere additional presentations by alives. Although their backgrounds
sameforthem. OIS departments. Teachers were

This isthe firstterm of our new jointintroduced and an overview of each
schedule and, although there weresaibjectareawasgiven. lhopethishas
few problems to work through, itisgivenyou a perspective oftheentire U0 UUOUUUOOOOUU
nowupandrunning. Steve Lewis ha®IScurriculunfromgradesthrough o@EiIs)ypoooooor oo
spentountlessourgomputerizing 12. Inlisteningto parents'concerns B0 UUOOU"0oooon
ourtwoschools'schedulingsystenthispastspring,werealizedtherewas B 00000 UOOOOD
Thathashelpedallofusreceivebetter lack of information about oury BO0BD00O0O0O0DOO(OIS)
informationandalsotomanipulateiprogramwhich we hopethisformat = 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 "Educatord
better.lamextremelygratefulthatwénas addressed. If you feel youneed HUUUDOUDO
have Steve'stalentsinthisschool.Omeore detailed information, youare U 50U 0000 "Educator'l
of the by-products of our newalways free to contact teachers at JHHOOoolSOouoon

schedule is that students will have school. pooodgsisoonooo
differentscheduleforeachterm. That pobooooogooon
addscomplexitybutalsovarietytoth@raduated Seniors oouo

year,whichlthinkwewillallenjoy. Because we are so small, we getto
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were varied, they represent in ouFranciscauftdniversity'Newvork Mary'SCollegeiMoragaBrynMawr
enrollment influence from Spain,University, *Oregon University of College. The asterisk indicates the
FranceheJnitecKingdomTaiwan, Oregon, Dominican College of Saruniversities chosen to attend. In
GermanytheUnitedStates;anada, Rafael,BrighamYoungUniversity,addition, students have conditional
andJapan.Wecouldn'tbemoreprod@ashingtonUniversityin St.Louis,acceptances at the following
ofthemandaregratefulfortheirmanyBarnardCollege,OberlinCollege,universities: University of
contributiongathisschool. American University, *Haverford SouthhamptobniversityCollege-
These young people have also be€vllegeSwarthmor€ollegeBates London, University of Navarra,and
accepted at a number of fineCollege, BostonBerklee CollegeotUniversity of Manchester.
universities. They are as followsMusic, *University of Virginia, Congratulations,seniors,andbestof
Boston University, George*Pennsylvantstatgniversityfurdue luckinthefuture.
WashingtobniversityUniversityf  University, International Christian
Washington, University of SanUniversity,*UnionUniversity,*St.

Elementary Update

KariiCaffin
OIS Elementary School Principal

Welcometoall students and parenteeginningofclasses. Wearegratefylou. "Attitude is a little thing that
for the 1999/2000 school year. Aorthe help given by some parentsimakesbigdifference”Askyourchild
specialvelcoméoallthenewfamilies  settingup, washing cubbiesandtoyiitisintheirclassroom.
to OIS. Theteachers and | have beg¢he day before schoolbegan. Please
extremelypleasediththebeginning call in and have a look at the new
ofthisschoolyear. The studentshavieaching spaces. ECP students are
all settled into classes quickly andearningschoolroutines,andthefive
happily, and all seem pleased to bgearsoldsare beingveryhelpfulwith
baclaschool. thenewesttudents.

Iwould like to take this opportunity Grades 1 and 2 are learning about
toremindand encourage youtokeefMyself and my family"; as well as
incontacivithyourchild'seacher(s). findingoutaboutlassroorroutines.

Please use the home-schodlhefirstgradersare settlingintothe
notebooks, back and forth books anewoutinesjuitequickly.
assignment notebooks to Grades3and4 arelearning howto
communicate withtheteachers ortmake connections between books
find out what is happening in thethey read andreal life. They are also
classrooms. Also, use the schoaxploringvhatcommunityfneans.
calendar to keep track of plannedFifthgradésfocusingpnStudyskills,
eventsTheeducatocomesutkevery andhow proper study skillswill help
Friday,solookoutforitinyourchild'sthem with the increased workload
bag. expectedingrade5.
News from the classrooms: Allclasses have beenrevising the 6
Over the summer the ECHRulesCommunicatiotdJlovement,
classroomwas modified to create aBafetyProblerolving,-earningand
improvedearningnvironmengnd Treatment.
the teachers have both done a greatin one teacher's classroom, is a
job of getting it set up for thequote that | would like to share with
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A Message

Gregolyatt

Head Librarian

Let me introduce myself. My appropriate collectionthatsupports We will be holding a number of
name is Greg Watt, and | am theéhe needs of the school and this isbrary events, displays, and
newheadlibrarianatSIS/OIS.lanwhere your comments andactivitiesovertheschoolyear. \We
aWeshustraliarwhdhaspenthe  suggestionsill benostvelcome. encourage your participation or
last two years as a librarian on The automation of the library hasiny level. These events will be
Christmas Island (very close tdbeen an ongoing saga that is beingublicizedvelinadvance.
Indonesiagnahirteerpreviouso  dealtwith now. Youmayremember Finally, Iwould like toinvite you
that in Australian schools as dasttermourlibrary'sserversufferedtdiscusstheseoranyotherlibrary
librarian, teacher of computing,fatal electric surge after a nearbynatters, informally or formally,
sciencendnglish/Theatdrts.  lightning strike. The English side ofthroughout the school year, with

We have an exciting andhe library then had to shift to athem. I look forward to meeting
interesting year ahead of usinthglower, manual system and we hagbu!
library and our primaryfocuswill temporarily no way to search for
be on offering the best possibldooksusinganindexorcatalog.|have
library servicesinamotivationalevaluatedandtestedarangeoflibrary
environment. | see the library asoftware during the spring and
being a special place where alummerandhaveshortlistedthemost
membersftheschoatommunity appropriateystemd hefinalchoice
can feel comfortable and havesfanewautomatelibrarysystermuill
access to the widest range ofelatetowhatthe systemoffersforthe
resources. We will be activelyfuture. ltwouldbeapointlessexercise
promoting a friendly library tofindasystemthatjust'fillsthegap."
atmosphemgherestudentwillbe We expect our new system to be
encouraged and educated inperationahOctober.
appropriate use ofthelibrary, and The library, or course will offer the
faculty, parents, and communityfullrangefeducationalpportunities
memberwillalwaybevelcome. forstudentsatSIS/OISwherewewill

| have examined our existingpromote a love for reading and
resources and, like any libraryliterature, developinformationand
thereisroomfordevelopment. Wéndependent learning skills, and
will continue to develop an encouragiheus@ftechnologyools.
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