Star Wars Kid’ Draws Unwanted Global Attention

CHICAGO (AP)—It was a moment of unadulterated goofiness, the kind of thing anyone might do with no one watching: A teenager from Quebec, Canada, videotaped himself as he pretended to wield a light saber “Star Wars” style.

But that private moment went public, very public, when classmates at his high school found the tape in a cabinet and uploaded it onto an Internet file-sharing site this spring. Now Ghyslain Raza is known far and wide as the “Star Wars Kid,” with a fan base that only seems to be growing—even though he does not want the attention.

The video shows the slightly portly teen awkwardly twirling a golf ball retriever like “Star Wars” bad guy Darth Maul, and has been downloaded hundreds of thousands of times. Web sites have been dedicated to the youth. Supporters have raised money for him. And several techies have created their own “clone” versions of the video, adding sound and visual effects or placing his image in any number of backdrops—from “The Hulk” to “The Matrix.”

Many teens who post their images on the Web would probably be thrilled to get this kind of attention. But Ghyslain, who made the video while doing school project when he was 15, has said he did not intend for it to be seen by his classmates, let alone people across the world. “I want my life back,” he said in an e-mail interview with the National Post newspaper, a Canadian daily.

Claiming that their son has been humiliated, his parents are suing the parents of the teenagers who put the video on the Web.

Some say the case may become a step toward setting privacy standards on the Internet, which has been difficult terrain to police. But in the mean time, Web surfers are having a field day with Ghyslain’s image on a multitude of sites.

Elizabeth Murphy, a production manager for a Web design company in New York, says she finds herself visiting one of the sites often.

“Contrary to popular belief, I think it is not the Jedi kid’s awkwardness that keeps him in people’s hearts, but his undeniable enthusiasm for what he is doing,” Murphy says.

Experts say it is no wonder the video has only in creased in popularity. “It resonates because we all know what it is like to have moments like that,” says Patricia Leavy, a sociology professor at Stone- hill College in Easton, Mass., who specializes in popular culture.

Ghyslain’s lawyer, Francois Vigeant, declined to comment, citing an upcoming court hearing. He said the teenager and his parents, who live in Trois Rivieres, Quebec, also were declining interviews.

Meanwhile, the teenager’s supporters are work ing on his behalf. Andy Baio, a 26-year-old computer programmer from Santa Monica, Calif., helped lead a fund-raising campaign for Ghyslain—and claims to have purchased an iPod music player and gift certificates for him.

Others have started a petition to get him into the next “Star Wars” movie, which Lucasfilm Ltd. is currently filming in Australia.

A spokeswoman at the California-based film company would not say whether filmmaker George Lucas is considering the request.

Regardless, many “Star Wars” fans hope Ghyslain will learn to enjoy his newfound fame. “I guess I can feel his pain because it’s so big,” says Joshua Griffin, editor of TheForce.net, a Web site of “Star Wars” trivia and gossip. “But part of me thinks he should enjoy this. Drop the lawsuit and embrace this.”

Griffin admits that he enjoys watching the video clips of Ghyslain. “I definitely want to respect the kid’s privacy. But...,” he says, starting to laugh, “It’s so funny. He’s the ‘Star Wars Kid’ in all of us.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Consider the following questions:

Are there any problems with this scenario?

Is everyone being honest?

Is everyone behaving responsibly?

Are someone’s rights being violated?

Now provide written answers to the questions below:

a) What are the ethical issues associated with this scenario?

b) Who are the stakeholders? (Who is involved in this scenario?)

c) Who is responsible and accountable?

e) What rules, policies, laws or rules apply to the situation?

f) What are the possible decisions that can be made? 

g) What are the possible consequences of these decisions (risks, benefits, harm and costs)?

